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Sixth Program Year CAPER

4
ﬂ? The CPMP Sixth Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
3 * *x @ Report includes Narrative Responses to CAPER questions that

% Q,s CDBG, HOME, HOPWA, and ESG grantees must respend to each
8 a* year in order to be compliant with the Consoclidated Planning

N pEVE® Regulations. The Executive Summary narratives are optional.

The grantee must submit an updated Financial Summary Report {PR26).

GENERAL

Executive Summary

This moduie is optional but encouraged. If you choose to complete it, provide a brief
overview that includes major initiatives and highlights that were proposed and
executed throughout the sixth year.

Program Year 6 CAPER Executive Summary response:

Fiscal year 2014 represented the City of Valdosta's 11th year as an Entitlement
Community under the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the

6th year under the 2009-2014 Consolidated Plan (the second Consolidated Plan
submission to HUD for the City of Valdosta). This CAPER represents the sixth year of
the 2009 - 2014 Consolidated Plan. The City received a one year extension from HUD
to submit the required Consolidated Plan for 2015-2019. This year, staff continued to
diligently study pertinent federal regulations, attend critical training opportunities,
develop administrative and program policies and procedures, and implement the
programs identified In the Annual Action Plan. Staff have submitted and received
approval for both the 2015 Annual Action Plan and the 2015-2019 Consclidated Plan.
Staff continues to work to implement and complete sixth year projects.

General Questions

1. Assessment of the one-year goals and objectives:
a. Describe the accomplishments in attaining the goals and objectives for the
reporting period.
b. Provide a breakdown of the CPD formula grant funds spent on grant activities
for each goal and objective.
c. If applicable, explain why progress was not made towards meeting the goals
and objectives.

2. Describe the manner in which the reciplent would change its program as a result
of its experiences,

3. Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing:
a. Provide a summary of impediments to fair housing choice.
b. Identify actions taken to overcome effects of impediments identified.

Sixth Program Year CAPER 1 Version
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Jurisdiction

4, Describe Other Actions in Strategic Plan or Action Plan taken to address obstacles
to meeting underserved needs.

5. leveraging Resources
a. Identify progress in obtaining “other” public and private resources to address
needs.
b. How Federal resources from HUD leveraged other public and private
resources.
¢. How matching requirements were satisfied.

Program Year 6 CAPER General Questions response:

1. a. In fiscal year 2014, 37 homes were repaired and brought up to code in the
housing rehabilitation program (18 Community Development Department Code
Violations Homes brought up to code, and 4 Single Family
Rehabilitation/Reconstruction Homes), and 15 homes were democlished in the
Designated Revitalization Area.

b. The City has met the goals and objectives of the 2014 program year by providing
single family residential housing rehabilitation and reconstruction. The amount of

funds spent ($409,580.79) was utilized on this grant activity. Also, an amendment

was completed to re-allocate $219,000, of which $209,514.56 was used from housing

rehabilitation and reconstruction activities for an infrastructure project in the
Designated Revitalization Area (DRA) of the City. The CDBG street repaving project
was completed during the final quarter of FY 14, Fair Housing funding was used to
complete on-going projects through the Fair Housing Committee. During FY 14, the
committee completed a series of Housing Focus Group around the City, coordinated
the 2015 Point-in-Time Homeless Count for the City of Valdosta and Lowndes County
in partnership with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) and completed a
windshield survey to assess the status of the housing stock within the DRA.

c. Staff continues to be extremely diligent and careful in implementing programs,
policies and procedures. Staff continues to retain and promote working relationships
with other Entitlement Communities throughout Georgia, especially on the new
environmental requirements for grantees and community economic development
programs.

2. Overall, the city is pleased with the outcomes from the second Consolidated Plan
submission and the programs identifled in the 2014 Annual Action Plan. The City of
Valdosta has made a conscious commitment to allocate the majority of the funds to
homeowner rehabilitation/reconstruction, with funding being committed also to the
promotion of fair housing education and community economic development. The City
has recognized that with the down-turn of the housing market over recent years, there
is not as much of a demand for down-payment assistance as in prior years. Also, it
has been extremely difficult to find leading institutions willing to participate in down-
payment assistance programs for the targeted area of revitalization (Designated
Revitalization Area) in the City. For this reason, staff has made a conscious
commitment to utilize CDBG allocated funding towards continuing the DRA focused
homeowner rehabilitation and reconstruction program and fair housing education and
communication activities currently administered by the City.
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4. a.) The City is awaiting the final outcomes that will be required of our program
through the most recent legislative changes by FHEQ regarding the affirmatively
furthering fair housing policies. Staff has continued to seek out partnerships with
our local technical colleges and nonprofit organizations to continue to offer Workforce
Development programs, testing and Certification to citizens interested in seeking
employment. The City has also partnered with a local WIA sponsored program out of
our local Department of Labor (DOL) to also provide GED preparation and attainment
as well as Career Development/Readiness Training.

b.) The City of Valdosta will continue to provide more information regarding Fair
Housing and Fair Lending rights for homebuyers and renters. Due the decrease
demand for down-payment assistance in the DRA, the City will not offer first time
homebuyers classes, but will continue to work with those organizations in the local
area that are certified to offer this valuabie resource. Although the City will be unabie
to provide formal training, staff will continue to provide residents information on fair

housing rights, predatory lending and Accessibility Rights and Reasonable
Accommodations. The City of Valdosta has strengthened our current efforts in
conjunction with Valdosta’s Small Emerging Business Program (VSEB) to provide

outreach, training educational and employment opportunities for Section 3 Residents

and Section 3 Business Concerns. For example, staff investigated and disseminated
information to Section 3 Business Concerns for a series of Contractor Workshops
presented by a local architectural firm, the local school district, and the public housing
authority. A Small Business Resource Fair was presented in August of 2014, which
assembled over twenty-five small business resources in one location for area small
business. This event was sponsored by the City of Valdosta and the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC).

4. The city continues to work with local community and faith-based organizations to
identify and address potential obstacles to meeting underserved needs. The City of
Valdosta has formed a Fair Housing Committee based on recommendations from the
Mayor and City Council to address the findings and barriers identified in the 2012
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice. The responsibility of this committee
will be to collaborate on possible solutions to eliminate the barriers identified in the
report, but to also provide the necessary information to our underserved populations
in our community. This forum will allow community non-profits the opportunity to
present information regarding their programs and additional resources to the Fair
Housing Committee. During the third quarter of FY 14, the Fair Housing Committee
in partnership with Valdosta State University’'s

Staff is moving forward in preparing and attending additional forums within the
community to continue to present information on potential obstacles to meeting
underserved needs, and to provide informational materials regarding the wealth of
different community and faith-based housing, employment, educational and health
related services that are offered in the City at no cost. Staff will continue to meet with
local non-profit agencies in our community to inquire as to what they feel the needs
of the underserved are and to solicit suggestions on how these needs can be best met
and the gaps in services offered can be filled.
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6. The leveraging funds from the previous fiscal year have expired, and the City is
actively seeking other sources for program leverage.

Due to circumstances beyond the control of the City, the yearly work camp co-
sponsored by the Group Work Camps Foundation has be switched to an every two year
model. After numerous meeting with Group to reconsider this decision locally, the
national economic downturn, cost of fuel and building materials have forced the
organization to make these necessary changes to the program. Therefore, the City
did not have a work camp during FY 2014, but are scheduled to have a group work
camp sponsored during the final quarter of FY 15 (June 2016). The normal funding
amount from the City and local sponsors in the amount of $19,000.00 is still earmarked
for this project and those funds will be available for the scheduled camp in FY 15. Staff
continues to work to secure additional leveraged funds from sources such as the
Georgia Department of Transportation, Goodwill Industries and the Georgia
Department of Community Affairs. The City also works to maximize available resources
through leveraging with homeownership programs such as Habitat for Humanity, DCA
Homebuyer Programs and the minor home repair program administered through the
City of Valdosta.

Managing the Process

1. Describe actions taken during the last year to ensure compliance with program
and comprehensive planning requirements.

Program Year 6 CAPER Managing the Process response:

The City continues to investigate and utilize various forums within the community for
organizations to provide information regarding Fair housing/Fair lending practices,
homebuyer counseling information, weatherization information and resources,
homeless shelter information and resources, rental housing information, elderly and
disabled individual housing resources and information regarding subsidized child-care
programs and more affordable housing resources that would assist to provide decent,
safe, sanitary and affordable housing for the citizens of Valdosta.

Valdosta will continue to provide certifying and informational opportunities throughout
the upcoming program year for residents and business entities regarding Section 3.
To date, nearly 7Q residents of the Valdosta Housing Authority have been Section 3
Certified and have attended a Section 3 Information/Orientation Session. Two (2)
area businesses have been certified as a Section 4 Business Concerns and six (6)
businesses have attended the Section 3 Business Concern Information/Orientation
Sessions. Section 3 policies are being updated and revised to reflect current practices.

The City’s Neighborhood Development Division continues its ongoing partnership with
the Valdosta Small Emerging Business (VSEB) Division to provide Section 3 Business
Concerns information and opportunities to the small businesses that participate in the
VSEB Program as well as all interested businesses in Valdosta. Businesses are offered
the opportunity to submit the information needed to become a Section 3 Certified
Business Concern and are aiso provided with information regarding Section 3 Certified
Residents they may hire for job openings with their company/business. The City has
also partnered with the local technical college Workforce Development program to offer
Work Ready Testing and Certification to citizens interested in this program. The
Division is also seeking to provide educational/informational opportunities to Section
3 business entities through the VSEB program, with its continuing education offerings.
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Staff has participated in numerous training opportunities as they have become
available during the last year. Staff continues contact with our HUD Community
Planning and Development Representative on a regular basis to ensure program
compliance. Program files and procedures are reviewed periodically to ensure files are
being maintained in compliance with program regulations throughout HUD.

Citizen Participation
1. Provide a summary of citizen comments (add comments in if they are received).

2. In addition, the performance report provided to citizens must identify the Federal
funds made available for furthering the objectives of the Consolidated Plan. For
each formula grant program, the grantee shall identify the total amount of funds
available (including estimated program income), the total amount of funds

committed during the reporting period, the total amount expended during the
reporting period, and the geographic distribution and location of expenditures.

Jurisdictions are encouraged to include maps in describing the geographic

distribution and location of investment (including areas of minority
concentration). The geographic distribution and expenditure requirement may
also be satisfied by specifying the census tracts where expenditures were
concentrated.

*Please note that Citlzen Comments and Responses may be included as addlticnal files within the CPMP
Tool.

Program Year 6 CAPER Citizen Participation response:

1. The Citizen Participation period for this report will occur from September
9, 2014 - September 28, 2014. Any and all formally submitted citizen
comments will be included in the submission of this report to the HUD Atlanta
Fleld Office of Community Planning and Development. As of September 28,
2015, there was no citizen participation for this reporting period.

2. The total amount of federal funds available to the City of Valdosta for the Sixth Year
Annual Action Plan under the current 2010-2016 five-year Consolidated Plan is
$1,031,125. There was no program income received during this Program Year, If
program income is ever received, it will be redirected into the housing rehabilitation
program. The total amount of funds expended during the reporting period is
$729,200.35 (this includes program administration). The census tracts where
expenditures were concentrated are 0106.00, 106.03 blocks 2, 0108.00, 0109.00,
0110.00, 0113.01 and 114.02 which make up the Designated Revitalization Area
(DRA).
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Institutional Structure

1. Describe actions taken during the last year to overcome gaps in institutional
structures and enhance coordination.

Program Year 6 CAPER Institutional Structure response:

At the commencement of the City's Entitlement fund program, it was determined the
most efficient methodology for delivery of some funds would be through partnerships
with those organizations already providing the identified programs and projects. This
decision prevented the need for the creation of large institutional structures within the
city government, allowed for more efficient delivery of funds, provided equal
opportunity to community and faith-based organizations and increased opportunities
for collaboration. It is the City's intention to continue this philosophy of collaboration
with outside agencies and organizations. Staff alseo meets with local non-profit
agencies to inquire as to discuss the needs and gaps in the institutional structures and
to solicit suggestions on how thase needs can be met and the gaps that may be in
some of the services offerad in our community can be filled. For example, the City
works with Habitat for Humanity to provide homebuyer education. The City also
partners with the Valdosta Housing Authority to provide homeowner relocation units.
The City utilizes its own Community Protection Division in the effort to demolish and
clear dilapidated structures. The City currently partners with Valdosta State
University, and CA$H Prosperity Campaign to further gather additional community
information, to assist with stopping local foreclosures and coordinating needed services

for the community.

Monitoring

1. Describe how and the frequency with which you monitored your activities,
2. Describe the results of your monitoring including any improvements.

3. Self Evaluation

a. Describe the effect programs have in solving neighborhood and community

problems. -

b. Describe progress in meeting priority needs and specific objectives and heip

make community’s vision of the future a reality.

c. Describe how you provided decent housing and a suitable living environment
and expanded economic opportunity principally for low and moderate-income
persons.

Indicate any activities falling behind schedule.

Describe how activities and strategies made an impact on identified needs.

Identify indicators that would best describe the results.

Identify barriers that had a negative impact on fulfilling the strategies and

overall vision,

Identify whether major goals are on target and discuss reasons for those that

are not on target.

i. Identify any adjustments or improvements to strategies and activities that
might meet your needs more effectively.

T emma

Program Year 6 CAPER Monitoring response:
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The monitoring documents and guidelines have been established.

1) Although the City currently does not have any subrecepients, when applicable,
subrecepients are required to turn in monthly/or quarterly reports with drawdown
requests. The reports for reimbursement are evaluated to ensure the activities for
reimbursements are within the program parameters,

2} When applicable, during the evaluation of monthly/quarterly reports, subrecepients
were asked to include or document detailed information in respect to the clients they
provided services to (i.e.income verification of participants, race and gender).

3) a. Programs have assisted in solving community problems by providing services
and by referring people to the proper agencies that are available to provide assistance
to their individual needs. Neighborhoods are being revitalized through various housing
initiatives. The City has continues to utilize Enterprise Zones and QOpportunity Zones
in the revitalizaton areas, which serves as the state stimulus for economic
development, expansicn and redevelopment.

b. The progress in meeting priority needs and objectives is good. The home repair
program administered through the City is seeing an increased number of requests for
assistance, which were addressed through grant funding.

¢. Decent housing and a suitable living environment has been provided through
referrals to Coastal Plains, Counsel on Aging, the Salvation Army and the South
Georgia Partnership to End Homelessness. The Community Development Code
Enforcement division has demolished 15 houses and 18 houses were repaired for a
suitable livable environment for people living in substandard housing within the DRA.
Economic opportunities were provided through the entrepreneurial program the
Valdosta Small Emerging Business program as well as the Section 3 Program. A total

of $360,794.21 in city contracts was awarded to VSEBs during the fiscal year.

d. The Single Unit Residential Rehabilitation program continues to progress. The City
has reached an agreement with the local housing authority to utilize additional units
from their housing stock to temporarily relocate homeowners who are participating in
the housing rehabilitation progam, when units are available. Activitias and strategies
have made an impact by addressing the identified needs of; providing decent housing,
a suitable living environment, and economic opportunities for low and moderate
incorme people,

e. Fair Housing and Lending information, Residential Rehabilitation/Reconstruction, the
Small Emerging Business program, and its partnerships with community organizations
in the educational and labor markets are indicators that address the strategies and
describe the results of the activities and strategies implemented.

f. Major goals have been outlined and have been addressed. The major goals are on
target.

h.In the activities, changes were made to better address the needs of
homeownership/retention and housing rehabilitation and to create more educational
and economic opportunties as well as affirmatively furthering fair housing initiatives
within the City,

Lead-based Paint

1. Describe actions taken during the last year to evaluate and reduce lead-based
paint hazards.

Program Year 6 CAPER Lead-based Paint response:

For the residential rehabilitation component of the program, applicants were given a
Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home booklet which informs homeowners of
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potential lead -based paint hazards. In the housing rehabiiitation program, homes that
were built prior to 1978 were tested for lead. In the homes that tested postive for lead,
abatement practices were used by licensed lead abatement contractors,

HOUSING

Housing Needs
*Please also refer to the Housing Needs Table in the Needs.xls workbook.

1. Describe Actions taken during the last year to foster and maintain affordable
housing.

Program Year 6 CAPER Housing Needs response:

A Housing Windshield Survey was completed during the third quarter of FYi4, This
survey gave an assessment of the state of the housing stock within the DRA., This
type of assessment has not been completed since 2001. The data gathered from this
survey is still being entered into the Success Measures database being provided

through our partnership with our iocal Habitat for Humanity afiliate.

Staff continues to collaborate with local providers to implement steps to alleviate
barriers to affordable housing that have been identified in the recently completed
Analysis of Impediments for the City of Valdosta.

Specific Housing Objectives

1. Evaluate progress in meeting specific objective of providing affordable housing,
including the number of extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-
income renter and owner households comparing actual accomplishments with
proposed goals during the reporting period.

2. Evaluate progress in providing affordable housing that meets the Section 216
definition of affordable housing for rental and owner households comparing actual
accomplishments with proposed goals during the reporting period.

3. Describe efforts to address “worst-case” housing needs and housing needs of
persons with disabilities.

Program Year 6 CAPER Specific Housing Objectives response:

1. The goal of the CDBG program under the housing strategy is to fund and collaborate
with programs that encourage and increase the rates of homeownership and retention
in the Designated Revitalization Area. Due to the alarming increase in housing
foreclosures in the area, the City has partnered with local organizers such as CA$H
Prosperity, and Habitat for Humanity to get citizens the necessary information to assist
with retention programs such as Home Safe Georgia.

2. The City (Dream Valdosta) continues to collaborate with the Georgia Department of
Community Affairs in efforts to increase the homeownership rate via providing down
payment assistance for first time homebuyers. Due to the current economic
atmosphere regarding the housing industry, there have been no down-payment
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assistance requested during this reporting period. Although the proposed goal was
not reached regarding down-payment assistance funding provided to homeowner’s,
this goal was met and exceeded regarding the rehabilitation of existing units. There
were no rental or acquisition projects completed for this reporting period.

3. The City has also established a relationship with local organizations to provide
opportunities for homeowner rehabilitation, emergency shelter as well as elderly and
disabled housing in the Designated Revitalization Area. CDBG funds have been
coordinated with local funds to assist with homeowner repairs. The City continues to
collaborate with Group Work Camp, a faith based organization, to assist with
homeowner rehabilitation. Although, this effort can only be offered every two years,
this program is still important to the City's work. Staff continues to collaborate with
local providers to implement steps to alleviate barriers to affordable housing that have
been identified in the Analysis of Impediments.

Public Housing Strategy

1. Describe actions taken during the last year to improve public housing and
resident initiatives.

Program Year 6 CAPER Public Housing Strategy response:

The Valdosta Housing Authority continues in its mission to provide affordable housing
to the most vulnerable in our community. The Housing Authority has continued to
modernize its housing stock through its Comprehensive Modernization Program, and
continues to work with a local service provider to provide after-school programs for its
residents and their children. Currently, ten units are being modernized.

The Valdosta Housing Authority is continuing the fagade and various other site
renovations on the Hudson Dockett housing units that are included in their housing
stock.

Resident Initiatives
Activities being carried out by the Valdosta Housing Authority that benefit residents
and surrounding areas are listed below.

s Programs and services for residents:

Computer Classes

Parenting Classes

Interviewing Techniques/Skills

After School Tutoring ‘

Computer Labs Available for Children

Job Readiness Classes

Girl Scouts

Food Bank KIDS Café Program

Summer Camp Programs

Valdosta State University - Students In Free Enterprise (SIFE)

Lowndes Drug Action Council, Inc. (LODAC) afterschool activities -
GED Preparation classes (*Began in collaboration with the City’s Section
3 and VSEB efforts)
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Programs to Fight Criminal Activity

* The Housing Authority has an assigned officer from the City of Valdosta's Police
Department who patrols the area and assists residence with complaints.

+ Efforts to Improve Adjoining Neighborhoods - The physical improvements that
the Valdosta Housing Authority is making to its public housing developments
and the way in which the VHA and its residents maintain their housing should
have a positive impact on neighborhoods that immediately surround public
housing developments.

The Valdosta Housing Authority is in the various stages of repairing 60 of their single-
family homes. These homes are located in subdivisions throughout the city. These
units will provide affordable housing and homeownership opportunities for eligible
housing authority residents and potentially other low to moderate-income residents in
the community.

Statistical information about the Valdosta Housing Authority public housing:

458 Households are headed by females
62 Households are headed by elderly persons

279 Households have incomes at or below 30% of the media area income

The Valdosta Housing Authority in partnership with the Valdosta State University’s
Student in Free Enterprise (SIFE) organization completed a Skills Success Center at
the Ora Lee West Housing Development in February 2011. The center is a muiti-
purpose learning facility which addresses the social, economic and educational needs
of the residents, especially the children living in Ora Lee West. VHA has also
partnered with the South Health District and Lowndes Drug Action Council, Inc.
(LODAC) to start several community garden projects at the Hudson Dockett Housing
Development and afterschool and summer programs for both the Hudson Dockett
and Ora Lee West developments.

-

Barriers to Affordable Housing

1. Describe actions taken during the last year to eliminate barriers to affordable
housing.

Program Year 6 CAPER Barriers to Affordabie Housing response:

State Barriers: The State Historic Preservation Office’s (SHPO) interpretation of the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards at the state government level is a barrier to
affordable housing concerning the rehabilitation or demolition of houses that were
built more than 60 years ago. Historic preservation and the tax benefits associated
with it is a great contribution to neighborhood revitalization. Preserving and
rehabilitating homes adds to the supply of quality housing, but reasonable standards
should be applied when low-income homeowners, homebuyers and rental propetty
investors cannot benefit from historic tax credits due to the existing standards. The
City of Valdosta consulted with the historic preservation planner to address these
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barriers. The result of this consultation was that changes are being made to our
historic preservation regulations as follows:

« the addition of administrative review for minor projects

» the creation of “"subareas” within the Historic District- classifies high style
and vernacular architecture within the Historic District

« concise instructions for identifying when demolition/relocation of structures
over 60 years old Is appropriate
streamlined Design Guidelines for the Historic District
Survey of Contributing and Noncontributing structures - identifies which
structures within the Historic District “contribute” to the City's historic
character architecturally as well as historically.

Local Barriers: The City of Valdosta completed an Analysis of Impediments to Fair
Housing in 2012, The report has listed the local barriers residents of Valdosta/Lowndes
County face in regards to securing affordable, safe and sanitary housing in our
community. The City continues to utilize the impediments set forth in the report as
the basis for their housing goals in the 2014 Annual Action Plan. Funding will be
allocated yearly to address Fair Housing education and activities in our Annual Action
Plan. The Fair Housing Committee, which was formed through member
recommendations from the Mayor and City Council, to examine and bring forth
suggestions to enhance the programs available to ensure fair housing choices in the
City of Valdosta continues to work on the issues presented. The Fair Housing

Committee has completed one of two planned neighborhood canvasses to present a
neighborhood assessment survey to attempt to match the actual needs of the citizens
with the information reported in the Analysis of Impediments. The Committee has
vowed to continue with its mission into the next fiscal year with the possible planning
of a housing informational summit and citizen focus groups to gain additional targeting
information.

Private Sector Barriers: The City will continue to push for sensible relaxation of
underwriting criteria used by banks and other financial institutions that participate in
the City's housing partnership. Other barriers will be identified, analyzed, and where
appropriate changed. The City, in partnership with the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC) and the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC), hosted a
Community Reinvestment Act {CRA) workshop to bring awareness and to work with
local financial institutions to encourage activities that contribute to Community
Reinvestment Act (CRA) activities in our community.

The following information on barrlers to affordable housing is what was
identified in the Greater Lowndes 2030 Comprehensive Plan.

Federal Housing Barriers

Need for increased federal funding especially for elderly homeowners unable to borrow
home repair funds from banks due to low and fixed incomes i.e. $600-$600 per month.

Relocation expenses associated with the purchase of occupied housing for repair and
resale, or re-rent when using federal money discourages neighborhood revitalization,
and add unnecessarily to the cost of housing.

The recent guidelines concerning iead testing and corrective measurements in
privately owned housing could limit a municipality’s ability to provide affordable

L e
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housing to low income persons—unless the federal government provides communities
with substantial lead paint abatement grants.

When appraisers base new house or substantial rehab appraisals on the value of
substandard housing that has been sold in a neighborhood it is difficult to obtain
financing, including FHA insured financing.

2. State Policy Barriers

a. The State of Georgia Department of Community Affairs no longer awards
low-income housing tax credits to single family infill projects (new
construction and rehab of vacant houses) in older neighborheods. It
restricts projects to multi-family developments, which limits the choice
of housing unit options, i.e., a multi-family unit versus a single-family
unit.

b. This policy contributes to urban sprawl and expenses associated with it.
It also contributes to urban decay as it pulls the best renters from older
neighborhoods into suburban apartment complexes.

c. Priority should be given to developers willing to renovate vacant houses
and/or build new infill houses and new developments on vacant lots in
older neighborhoods.

3. Local Policy Barriers

a. Drugs and crime are seen by many as major barriers to inner city
investment and revitalization, therefore their elimination should be a
part of the city's policy for inner city housing, neighborhood
revitalization and economic development.

b. Blight caused by vacant, dilapidated houses and overgrown lots, is often
viewed as a major barrier to private investment and neighborhood
revitalization. It is felt that blight contributes to crime and criminal
activity.

¢. Planning and zoning regulations impede neighborhood revitalization and
housing development. For example a 100’ x 100’ lot cannot be
subdivided into two 60’ x 100’ lots because doing so would result in a
substandard lot less than 6,000 square feet. This drives up the cost of
housing and encourages a housing type that is different from the
historical housing type found in some neighborhoods. However, this
issue has been addressed and corrected with the adoption of the city’s
new Land Development Regulations.

d. The cost of new construction is a major barrier to affordable housing.
Land acquisition costs, labor costs, and material costs all help explain
why there is so little new construction geared toward extremely low, low
and moderate-income families.

€. Rehabilitation requirements on structures located within the locally
designated historic district can be cost prohibitive to homeowners on
fixed Incomes. However, with the creation of “subareas” within the
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Historic District that classify high style and vernacular architecture
within the Historic District and concise instructions for identifying when
demolition/relocation of structuras aver 60 years old is appropriate, the
city is trying to close the gap between having requirements that make
projects cost prohibitive and making them affordable.

4, Private Sector Barriers

a. Credit requirements of lending institutions are still too demanding despite
recent improvements.

b. Inner city appraisals are too low to encourage in-fill development,

HOME/ American Dream Down Payment Initiative (ADDI)

1, Assessment of Relationship of HOME Funds to Goals and Objectives
a. Evaluate progress made toward meeting goals for providing affordable
housing using HOME funds, including the number and types of households

served.

2. HOME Match Report
a. Use HOME Match Report HUD-40107-A to report on match contributions for
the period covered by the Consolidated Plan program year.

3. HOME MBE and WBE Report
a. Use Part III of HUD Form 40107 to report contracts and subcontracts with
Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) and Women’s Business Enterprises
(WBEs).

4, Assessments
a. Detail results of on-site inspections of rental housing.
b. Describe the HOME jurisdiction’s affirmative marketing actions.
¢. Describe outreach to minority and women owned businesses.
Program Year 6 CAPER HOME/ADDI response:

The City is not a recipient of HOME funds.

Homeless Needs
*Please also refer to the Homeless Needs Table in the Needs.xls workbook.

1. Identify actions taken to address needs of homeless persons.

2. Identify actions to help homeless persons make the transition to permanent
housing and independent living. .

3. Identify new Federal resources obtained from Homeless SuperNOFA.
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Program Year 6 CAPER Hormeless Needs response:

1. The City of Valdosta is involved in the development and activities of the local
Continuum of Care System (partners in the homeless coalition include: South Georgia
Partnership to End Homelessness {SGPEH), LAMP/New Horizons, The Haven, Valdosta
Housing Authority, the Salvation Army, Behavioral Health Services of South Georgia,
and the City of Valdosta). The South Georgia Partnership to End Homelessness is an
organization that identifies the causes and conditions of homelessness and obstacles
faced by those living in poverty.

2. SGPEH provides outreach, intake, assessment information and referrals, case
management, follow up, and tracking homeless individuals and families. The City of
Valdosta also works closely with the Salvation Army. The City makes referrals to the
Salvation Army for eligible citizens to participate in the Homeless Prevention and Rapid
Re-Housing (HPRP) program, which has resulted in the prevention of the families
referred from becoming homeless. LAMP/New Horizons now has the capacity to offer
emergency shelter for homeless men within their facility.

4. Due to the limited and lack of resources available for this area, the City continues
to seek opportunities for permanent housing for persons completing their stays in
transitional housing. The City of Valdosta continues to work with the Salvation Army
in obtaining a transitional shelter for homeless men. A provision for permanent

supportive housing is an existing future goal for the Salvation Army.

Specific Homeless Prevention Elements
1. Identify actions taken to prevent homelessness.
Program Year 6 CAPER Specific Housing Prevention Elements response:

The South Georgia Partnership to End Homelessness {(SGPEHM), Coastal Plains, Lowndes
Associated Ministries to People, the Salvation Army, and other agencies will continue
to provide utility assistance to families at risk of becoming homeless if resources are
available. The Valdosta Housing Authority (VHA) will give priority to homeless families
in its public housing program. SGPEH will continue to promote the Pathways Case
Management system that will allow each agency to participate in building a database
on each homeless person as well as other special needs groups. The City makes
referrals to the Salvation Army for eligible citizens to participate in their Homeless
Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing (HPRP) program, which has resulted in the
prevention of the families referred from becoming homeless. The City will continue to
work with agencies that provide supportive services to the homeless and those at risk
of becoming homeless. Nonprofit agencies and the City will continue to identify and
match at-risk persons with available services which can assist with housing and
prevent homelessness. The City applied to DCA to become the local organization to
coordinate and complete the area homeless count for our community. Valdosta
completed the homeless count during January 2015, and will be piloting a program
with DCA to complete the count in the area annually starting in January 2016, along
with the Valdosta State University Sociology Department.

The South Georgia Partnership to End Homelessness (SGPEH) will continue to reach
out to homeless individuals and families by making available its information and
referral service, and advertising available services through different mediums such
as radio and television advertisements, newspapers, and flyers. SGPEH will provide
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comprehensive case management that will assess Iindividual and family needs and
connect them with the proper resources. A well developed referral and case
management system will allow most agencies to immediately assess the needs of
homeless persons. Once an agency determines the need, the individual or family is
promptly referred to the appropriate services. The City will also collaborate with
homeless agencies to address the housing needs of recently released institutionalized
persons.

Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG)

1. Identify actions to address emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of
homeless individuals and families (including significant subpopulations such as
those living on the streets).
2. Assessment of Relationship of ESG Funds to Goals and Objectives
a. Evaluate progress made in using ESG funds to address homeless and
homeless prevention needs, goals, and specific objectives established in the
Consolidated Plan.

b. Detail how ESG projects are related to implementation of comprehensive
homeless planning strategy, including the number and types of individuals
and persons in households served with ESG funds.

3. Matching Resources
a. Provide specific sources and amounts of new funding used to meet match as

required by 42 USC 11376(a)(1), including cash resources, grants, and staff

salaries, as well as in-kind contributions such as the value of a building or
lease, donated materials, or volunteer time.

4. State Method of Distribution
a., States must describe their method of distribution and how it rated and
selected its local government agencies and private nonprofit organizations
acting as sub-recipients.

5. Activity and Beneficiary Data
a. Completion of attached Emergency Shelter Grant Program Performance Chart
or other reports showing ESGP expenditures by type of activity. Also describe
any problems in collecting, reporting, and evaluating the reliability of this
information.
b. Homeless Discharge Coordination
i. As part of the government developing and implementing a homeless
discharge coordination policy, ESG homeless prevention funds may be
used to assist very-low income individuals and families at risk of becoming
homeless after being released from publicly funded institutions such as
health care facilities, foster care or other youth facilities, or corrections
institutions or programs.
¢. Explain how your government is instituting a homeless discharge coordination
policy, and how ESG homeless prevention funds are being used in this effort.

Program Year 6 CAPER ESG response;

The City does not receive ESG funds
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ‘

Community Development

*Please also refer to the Community Development Table in the Needs.xls workbook.

1. Assessment of Relationship of CDBG Funds to Goals and Objectives

a. Assess use of CDBG funds in relation to the priorities, needs, goals, and
specific objectives in the Consolidated Plan, particularly the highest priority
activities,

b. Evaluate progress made toward meeting goals for providing affordable
housing using CDBG funds, including the number and types of households
served.

¢. Indicate the extent to which CDBG funds were used for activities that
benefited extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-income persons.

2. Changes in Program Objectives
a. Identify the nature of and the reasons for any changes in program objectives
and how the jurisdiction would change its program as a result of its
experiences.

3. Assessment of Efforts in Carrying Out Planned Actions
a. Indicate how grantee pursued all resources indicated in the Consolidated Plan.
b. Indicate how grantee provided certifications of consistency in a fair and

impartial manner. .
¢. Indicate how grantee did not hinder Consolidated Plan implementation by
action or willful inaction.

4. For Funds Not Used for National Objectives
a. Indicate how use of CDBG funds did not meet national objectives.
b. Indicate how did not comply with overall benefit certification.

5. Anti-displacement and Relocation - for activities that involve acquisition,

rehabilitation or demolition of occupied real property

a. Describe steps actually taken to minimize the amount of displacement
resulting from the CDBG-assisted activities.

b. Describe steps taken to identify households, businesses, farms or nonprofit
organizations who occupied properties subject to the Uniform Relocation Act
or Section 104(d) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974,
as amended, and whether or not they were displaced, and the nature of their
needs and preferences.

c. Describe steps taken to ensure the timely issuance of information notices to
displaced households, businesses, farms, or nonprofit organizations.

6. Low/Mod Job Activities — for economic development activities undertaken where

jobs were made available but not taken by low- or moderate-income persons

a. Describe actions taken by grantee and businesses to ensure first
consideration was or will be given to low/mod persons.

b. List by job title of all the permanent jobs created/retained and those that
were made available to low/mod persons.

c. If any of jobs claimed as being available to fow/mod persons require special
skill, work experience, or education, provide a description of steps being
taken or that will be taken to provide such skills, experience, or education.

%
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7.

10,

11,

12,

Low/Mod Limited Clientele Activities — for activities not falling within one of the

categories of presumed limited clientele low and moderate income benefit

a. Describe how the nature, location, or other information demonstrates the
activities benefit a limited clientele at least 61% of whom are low- and
moderate-income.

Program income received

a. Detail the amount of program income reported that was returned to each
individual revolving fund, e.g., housing rehabilitation, economic development,
or other type of revolving fund.

b. Detail the amount repaid on each float-funded activity.

c. Detail all other loan repayments broken down by the categories of housing
rehabilitation, economic development, or other.

d. Detail the amount of Income received from the sale of property by parcel.

Prior period adjustments — where reimbursement was made this reporting period

for expenditures {(made in previous reporting periods) that have been disallowed,

provide the following information:

a. The activity name and number as shown in IDIS;

b. The program year(s) in which the expenditure(s) for the disallowed
activity(ies) was reported;

¢. The amount returned to line-of-credit or program account; and

d. Total amount to be reimbursed and the time period over which the

reimbursement is to be made, if the reimbursement is made with multi-year
payments.

Loans and other receivables

a. List the principal balance for each float-funded activity outstanding as of the
end of the reporting period and the date(s) by which the funds are expected
to be received.

b. List the total number of other loans outstanding and the principal balance
owed as of the end of the reporting period.

c. List separately the total number of outstanding loans that are deferred or
forgivable, the principal balance owed as of the end of the reporting period,
and the terms of the deferral or forgiveness,

d. Detail the total number and amount of loans made with CDBG funds that have
gone into default and for which the balance was forgiven or written off during
the reporting period.

e. Provide a List of the parcels of property owned by the grantee or its sub-
recipients that have been acquired or improved using CDBG funds and that
are available for sale as of the end of the reporting period.

Lump sum agreements

Provide the name of the financiai institution.

Provide the date the funds were deposited.

Provide the date the use of funds commenced.

Provide the percentage of funds disbursed within 180 days of deposit in the
institution,

ap oo

Housing Rehabilitation - for each type of rehabilitation program for which
projects/units were reported as completed during the program year
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a. Identify the type of program and number of projects/units completed for each
program.

b. Provide the total CDBG funds involved in the program.

c. Detail other public and private funds involved in the project.

13. Neighborhood Revitalization Strategies - for grantees that have HUD-approved
neighborhood revitalization strategies
a, Describe progress against benchmarks for the program year. For grantees
with Federally-designated EZs or ECs that received HUD approval for a
neighborhood revitalization strategy, reports that are required as part of the
EZ/EC process shail suffice for purposes of reporting progress.

Program Year 6 CAPER Community Development response:

1. a. Several areas in Public Facility Needs received a high priority rating under the
Community Development Needs table. These needs included homeless facilities,
health and neighborhood facilities. Since completion of the Consolidated Plan, New
Horizons continues to serve as the emergency shelter for families. The Leila Ellis
Center has a variety of significantly needed health and supportive services to at-risk
homeless, current homeless and HIV/AIDS patients. The center also has the Soup
Kitchen located along with the New Horizons Shelter. The Salvation Army is working
on a homeless transitional shelter for men. The new Boys and Girls Club facility
sees hundreds of children daily and is a major asset to the City of Valdosta. The
new Toombs Street unit includes a technology center, classrooms, an art room and

cafeteria. The Boys and Girls Club is located within the Designated Revitalization
Area. The City of Valdosta's Downtown Development Authority served as the main
financial conduit for this project.

b. The City has made continued progress towards meeting the goals of providing
affordable housing. The City has recognized with the down-turn of the housing
market over recent years, there is a lower demand for down-payment assistance.
For this reason, staff has made a conscious commitment to offer down-payment
assistance with local CHIP (DCA provided Community Home Investment Program),
when available.

All area infrastructure projects received a high priority rating in this table. Since
completion of the plan, the City has completed close to $3 million in improvements to
its water facilities and roadways. During this fiscal year, a CDBG Street Repaving
Project was completed on five streets found within the DRA. The total cost of this
project was $209,515.00.

In the area of public, youth, substance abuse, and health services needs and crime
awareness were Identified as high priority. The City continues to provide technical
assistance to the Pines Family Campus project that serves a long term transitional
housing and supportive services to families for up to one-year. This project serves a
significant need in this community in dealing with the issues of addictive disease and
its effects on families. Part of the supportive services provided is health services to
the clients and their families. The Leila Ellis Social Service building continues to
provide health and dental facilities to at-risk, homeless and HIV/AIDS clients in our
community. The Community Development Department continues to partner with the
Valdosta Police Department during April and October of each year to provide crime
awareness literature during the Great American Clean Up and National Make a
Difference Day Clean Up. The Neighborhood Development Division has partnered with
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the Police Department in support of the new litter ordinance with assistance from the
Community Protection Division. Staff has participated in the National Council for Negro
Women’'s (NCNW) Annual Community-Wide Family Reunion and the Goodwill
Community & Family Empowerment Days to distribute information regarding Fair
Housing and other services provided to citizens by the Neighborhood Development
Division, the Police and Fire departments of the City. Finally, the division held an
economic development Small Business Resource Fair in August 2014. This event was
a partnership with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) as both an Informational resource and
networking forum for small businesses in the area.

The final area that received a high priority was in the area of planning. Working from
the seventeen neighborhood revitalization plans completed in prior program years, the
division is working with the Valdosta Housing Authority and its Board to revitalizing
the Tom Town area of the city with emphasis on the Ora Lee West public housing
development. To begin the process, both the Mayor and City Council and the Housing
Authority Board have toured Sustainable Fellwood in Savannah, which is excellent
example of a public housing community revitalization project. In the coming months,
representatives from each group will start to explore the steps necessary to seek
leveraging funding and partnerships for this project.

The City, in partnership with the Valdosta State University’s Center for Applied Social
Sciences, completed a series of focus groups throughout the DRA to gather additional
information from citizens regarding housing and their neighborhoods. VSU composed

a report based on the data collected during the focus groups and this information was
presented to the City Administration to address the opportunities offered during these
sessions. A copy of the focus group summary is being attached to this report. Within
the third quarter of the upcoming fiscal year (FY15), these results and the
corresponding city plans to handle areas of focus will be presented to the those who
participated in focus groups and other interested parties within the community.

In addition, the division completed a windshield housing survey in April 2015 to assist
the Fair Housing Committee in assessing the condition of the housing stock with the
Designated Revitalization Area (DRA). The local Habitat for Humanity affiliate in
Lowndes County partnered with the division to complete this task by assisting with
volunteer coordination and data entry. Habitat has allowed the City to utilize their
access to the Success Measures software program, with Habitat for Humanity
International, to collect and analyze the data for this survey. The results of this survey
are anticipated in the third quarter of the FY15.

¢. Nearly 100% of the households that were served with CDBG funds were low to
moderate incomes.

2. There were no changes in program objectives during the reporting period. The City
continues to develop the necessary policies and procedures with guidance from the
HUD CPD staff and is currently completing a divisional policies and procedures manual
for staff use.

3. The City worked to identify and pursue any leverage fund opportunities, such as

State CHIP funds and HUD Choice Neighborhood Grants.

The City continues to develop internal programs as well as work with local

g;’ganizations to fully implement the goals and strategies set forth in the Consolidated
an.

W
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4. CDBG funds were used only to meet national objectives and meet all minimum
requirements for overall benefit to low and moderate income citizens.

5. The City conducted the rehabilitation of single residential units located in the
Designated Revitalization Area. Uniform Relocation Act requirements procedures were
followed in the process.

6. The 2014 Annual Action Plan did not set forth any economic development programs
that created jobs for low-to-moderate income citizens. However, the City is currently
working with community partners to continually increase the effectiveness of the
Valdosta Small Emerging Business (VSEB) program and the Enterprise/Opportunity
Zone program. Funds have been allocated in FY15 for two economic development
programs to assist the City in addressing the demonstrated economic development
needs within the City, and look toward projects where additional funding in future
program years can be directed to this activity.

7. Citizens were given the opportunity to receive information regarding fair housing
and small business operation topics locally and free of charge. Often, in order for
citizens to gain such information, they would have to travel to either Atlanta or Macon.

8. There was no program income received during this program year.

9. There was one adjustment made to the annual action plan during this fiscal year

to complete an infrastructure project (CDBG Street Repaving Project) with funding
from the 2012/2013 fiscal years. This project was completed during this fiscal year
at a cost of $209,514.56. There were no reimbursements made during this fiscal
year. Copy of the signed program amendment is attached.

10. There were no float-funded activities or loan activities/receipts during the reporting
period. Therefore, there are no outstanding loans from this reporting period. There
were no parcels of property acquired with CDBG funds during this reporting period.

11. There were no lump sum agreements executed during the reporting period. All
CDBG program activities are conducted on a reimbursement basis.

12. a1, The CDBG Single Unit Residential Rehabilitation Program resulted in: 4 homes
rehabilitated
bl. A total of $449,190.41 was used in the projects.
13. The City of Valdosta does not have any HUD-approved Neighborhood

Revitalization Strategy areas but it does have an Urban Redevelopment Plan approved
by DCA, which encompasses the Designated Revitalization Area (DRA).

Antipoverty Strategy

1. Describe actions taken during the last year to reduce the number of persons
living below the poverty level,

Pragram Year & CAPER Antipoverty Strategy response:
1. Funded programs that impact the quality of life for persons living in poverty.

L - SR m
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2. Funded and supported programs that reduce housing costs of persons living in
poverty including programs for low-income homeowners, renters, and first-
time homebuyers.

3. Supported programs that address the basic causes of poverty--lack of
employment training, substandard housing, education, illiteracy, and financial
literacy.

4, Developed and supported economic development programs that created jobs
for low- income persons.

5. Coordinated programs with service providers that addressed the needs of the
homeless, elderly, disabled, and special needs groups, including persons with
HIV/AIDS, living in poverty.

6. Worked with private agencies, quasi-governmental bodies and government
agencies to leverage funding of programs that help persons living in poverty.

7. Supported homeless projects including, but not limited to, transitional housing,
emergency shelter, and projects associated with the city’s continuum of care
efforts.

8. Developed and implemented small business development assistance programs.
Conducted an informational meeting for area contractors in partnership with
the local school district and a local architectural firm.

NON-HOMELESS SPECIAL NEEDS

Non-homeless Special Needs
*Please also refer to the Non-homeless Special Needs Table in the Needs.xls workbook.

1. Identify actions taken to address special needs of persons that are not homeless
but require supportive housing, (including persons with HIV/AIDS and their
families).

Program Year 6 CAPER Non-homeless Special Needs response:

The Pines Family Campus is a twenty eight bed long term (one year) facility that has
been completed for families (who suffer from addictive diseases) and their children.
There are five housing developments that are designed for the elderly and disabled in
Valdosta. Four facilities; Langdale Place, The Ashley House, Ashton Meadows
Apartments, and Sands Horizon offer housing to independent persons who are able
to perform daily activities without the assistance of others. In addition to providing
an independent living environment, Langdale Place also offers assisted living, Sands
Horizon has expanded their facilties to provide more supportive housing. The City
supported the construction of the Woodlawn Forrest complex, a 60 unit senior citizen
Low Income Tax Credit project. This facility has provided additional decent, safe and
sanitary affordable housing for area senior citizens. Additionally, the City supported
the recent LIHTC project application for renovations to the Ashley House, which will
celebrate it grand re-opening in September 2014,

Specific HOPWA Objectives

*Please also refer to the HOPWA Table in the Needs.xls workbook.

1. Overall Assessment of Relationship of HOPWA Funds to Goals and Objectives
Grantees should demonstrate through the CAPER and related IDIS reports the
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progress they are making at accomplishing identified goals and objectives with

HOPWA funding. Grantees should demonstrate:

a. That progress is being made toward meeting the HOPWA goal for providing
affordable housing using HOPWA funds and other resources for persons with
HIV/AIDS and their families through a comprehensive community plan;

b. That community-wide HIV/AIDS housing strategies are meeting HUD's
national goal of increasing the availability of decent, safe, and affordable
housing for low-income persons living with HIV/AIDS;

¢. That community partnerships between State and local governments and
community-based non-profits are creating models and innovative strategies
to serve the housing and related supportive service needs of persons living
with HIV/AIDS and their families;

d. That through community-wide strategies Federal, State, local, and other
resources are matched with HOPWA funding to create comprehensive housing
strategies;

e. That community strategies produce and support actual units of housing for
persons living with HIV/AIDS; and finally,

f. Those community strategies identify and supply related supportive services in
conjunction with housing to ensure the needs of persons living with HIV/AIDS
and their families are met.

2. This should be accomplished by providing an executive summary (1-6 pages)
that includes:

a. Grantee Narrative

i. Grantee and Community Overview

(1) A brief description of your organization, the area of service, the name
of each project sponsor and a broad overview of the range/type of
housing activities and related services

(2) How grant management oversight of project sponsor activities is
conducted and how project sponsors are selected

{3} A description of the local jurisdiction, its need, and the estimated
number of persons living with HIV/AIDS

{4) A brief description of the planning and public consultations involved in
the use of HOPWA funds including reference to any appropriate
planning document or advisory body

(5) What other resources were used in conjunction with HOPWA funded
activities, including cash rescurces and in-kind contributions, such as
the value of services or materials provided by volunteers or by other
individuals or organizations

(6) Collaborative efforts with related programs including coordination and
planning with clients, advocates, Ryan White CARE Act planning
bodies, AIDS Drug Assistance Programs, homeless assistance
programs, or other efforts that assist persons living with HIV/AIDS and
their families.

ii. Project Accomplishment Overview
(1) A brief summary of all housing activities broken down by three types:
emergency or short-term rent, mortgage or utility payments to
prevent homelessness; rental assistance; facility based housing,
including development cost, operating cost for those facilities and
community residences

L ————
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(2) The number of units of housing which have been created through
acquisition, rehabilitation, or new construction since 1994 with any
HOPWA funds

(3) A brief description of any unigue supportive service or other service
delivery models or efforts

(4) Any other accomplishments recognized in your community due to the
use of HOPWA funds, including any projects in developmental stages
that are not operational.

iii. Barriers or Trends Overview
(1) Describe any barriers encountered, actions in response to barriers, and
recommendations for program improvement
(2) Trends you expect your community to face in meeting the needs of
persons with HIV/AIDS, and
(3) Any other information you feel may be important as you look at
providing services to persons with HIV/AIDS in the next 6-10 years
b. Accomplishment Data
i. Completion of CAPER Performance Chart 1 of Actual Performance in the
provision of housing (Table 1I-1 to be submitted with CAPER).
ii. Completion of CAPER Performance Chart 2 of Comparison to Planned
Housing Actions (Table II-2 to be submitted with CAPER).

Program Year 6 CAPER Specific HOPWA Objectives response:

The City of Valdosta is not a recipient of any funding from the HOPWA program.

OTHER NARRATIVE

Include any CAPER information that was not covered by narratives in any other
section.

Program Year 6 CAPER Other Narrative response: None

%
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PART I: SUMMARY OF CDBG RESOURCES

01 UNEXPENDEPR CDBG FUNDS AT END OF PREVIOUS PROGRAM YEAR

02 ENTITLEMENT GRANT

03 SURPLUS URBAN RENEWAL

04 SECTION 108 GUARANTEED LOAN FUNDS

05 CURRENT YEAR PROGRAM INCOME

05a CURRENT YEAR SECTICON 108 PROGRAM INCOME (FOR SI TYPE)

08 RETURNS

07 ADIUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL AVAILABLE

08 TOTAL AVAILABLE (SUM, LINES 01-07)

PART II: SUMMARY OF CDBG EXPENDITURES

09 DISBURSEMENTS OTHER THAN SECTION 108 REPAYMENTS AND PLANNING/ADMINISI’RM’ION
10 ADIUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL AMOUNT SUBJECT TO LOW/MOD BENEFIT
11 AMOUNT SUBJECT TO LOW/MOD BENEFIT (LINE 09 + LINE 10)

12 DISBURSED IN IDIS FOR PLANNING/ADMINISTRATION

13 DISBURSED IN IDIS FOR SECTION 108 REPAYMENTS

14 ADJUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL EXPENDITURES

15 TOTAL EXPENDITURES (SUM, LINES 11-14)

16 UNEXPENDED BALANCE (LINE 08 - LINE 15)

PART III: LOWMOD BENEFIT THIS REPORTING PERIOD

17 EXPENDED FOR LOW/MOD HOUSING IN SPECIAL AREAS

18 EXPENDED FOR LOW/MOD MULTI-UNIT HOUSING

19 DISBURSED FOR OTHER LOW/MOD ACTIVITIES

20 ADIJUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL LOW/MOD CREDIT

21 TOTAL LOW/MOD CREDIT (SUM, LINES 17-20)

22 PERCENT LOW/MQD CREDIT (LINE 21/LINE 11)

LOW/MOD BENEFIT FOR MULTI-YEAR CERTIFICATIONS

23 PROGRAM YEARS(PY) COVERED IN CERTIFICATION

24 CUMULATIVE NET EXPENDITURES SUBJECT TO LOW/MOD BENEFIT CALCULATION
25 CUMULATIVE EXPENDITURES BENEFITING LOW/MOD PERSONS

26 PERCENT BENEFIT TO LOW/MCD PERSONS (LINE 25/LINE 24)

PART IV: PUBLIC SERVICE (PS) CAP CALCULATIONS

27 DISBURSED IN IDIS FOR PUBLIC SERVICES

28 PS UNLIQUIDATED OBLIGATIONS AT END OF CURRENT PROGRAM YEAR
29 PS UNLIQUIDATED OBLIGATIONS AT END OF PREVIOUS PROGRAM YEAR
30 ADJUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL PS OBLIGATIONS

31 TOTAL PS OBLIGATIONS (LINE 27 + LINE 26 - LINE 29 + LINE 30)

32 ENTITLEMENT GRANT

33 PRIOR YEAR PROGRAM INCOME

34 ADJUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL SUBJECT TO PS CAP

35 TOTAL SUBJECT TO PS CAP (SUM, LINES 32-34)

36 PERCENT FUNDS OBLIGATED FOR PS ACTIVITIES (LINE 31/LINE 35)
PART V: PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATION (PA) CAP

37 DISBURSED IN IDIS FOR PLANNING/ADMINISTRATION

38 PA UNLIQUIDATED OBLIGATIONS AT END OF CURRENT PROGRAM YEAR
39 PA UNLIQUIDATED OBLIGATIONS AT END OF PREVIOUS PROGRAM YEAR
40 ADJUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL PA OBLIGATIONS

41 TOTAL PA OBLIGATIONS (LINE 27 + LINE 38 - LINE 39 +LINE 40)

42 ENTITLEMENT GRANT

43 CURRENT YEAR PROGRAM INCOME

44 ADJUSTMENT TO COMPUTE TOTAL SUBIECT TO PA CAP

45 TOTAL SUBJECT TO PA CAP (SUM, LINES 42-44)

46 PERCENT FUNDS OBLIGATED FOR PA ACTIVITIES (LINE 41/LINE 45)

480,600.59
$50,525.00
0.00

0.00

0,00

0.00

0.00

0.00
1,031,125.69

619,095.35
0.00
619,095.35
110,105,00
0.00
0.00
729,200,35

301,925.34

409,580.7%
0.00
21,809.62
17,800.00
445,150.41
72.56%

PY: 2012 PY: 2013 PY: 2014
209,514.56
209,514.56

100,00% -

17,800.00
0.00

0.00

0.00
17,800.00
550,525.00
0.00

0.00
550,525.00
3.23%

110,105,00
0.00

0.00

0.00
110,105.00
550,525.00
0.00

0.00
550,525.00
20,00%
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4 peved VALDOSTA , GA
LINE 17 DETAIL: ACTIVITIES TO CONSIDER IN DETERMINING THE AMOUNT TO ENTER ON LINE 17
IDIS Voucher Matrix National
Plan Year IDIS Project Activity Number Activity Name Code Objective TargetAreaType .. Amount
2012 2 69 5736745 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $4,964.38
2012 2 69 5762268 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $49,218.30
2012 2 69 §776525 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $24,369.00
2012 2 69 5790061 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $35,836.00
2012 2 69 5791725 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 19A {MH Strategy area $33,063.00
2012 2 69 §795752 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $3,819.27
2012 2 69 5803489 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION . 14A LMH Strategy area $97,306.18
2012 2 69 5822616 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $35,922.06
2012 2 69 5831268 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $46,509.50
2012 2 ] 5833624 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 14A LMH Strategy area $1,687.02
2012 2 69 5839256 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILTTATION 14A LMH Strategy area $9,775.00
2014 1 78 £739611 Single Family Resldential Rehabilitation 2014 14A LMH Strategy area $4,383.39
2014 1 78 5772409 Single Family Residential Rehabilitation 2014 14A LMH Strategy area $7,851.95
2014 1 78 5776014 Singte Famlly Residential Rehabllitation 2014 14A LMH Strategy area $2,854.29
2014 1 78 5789936 Single Famlly Residential Rehabilitation 2014 14A LMH Strategy area $3,160,12
2014 1 78 5833574 Single Family Residential Rehabilitation 2014 144 LMH Strategy area $9,251,71
14A Matrix Code $369,971.17
Total $369,971.17
LINE 18 DETAIL: ACTIVITIES TC CONSIDER IN DETERMINING THE AMOUNT TO ENTER ON LINE 18
Report returned no data,
LINE 19 DETAIL: ACTIVITIES INCLUDED IN THE COMPUTATION OF LINE 19
Actt Voucher Acth Matrix  National
Plan Year  IDIS Project IDIS ity Number ity Name Code Objective Drawn Amount
2011 3 65 5736742  SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATICN 14A LMH $21,809.62
14A Matrix Code $21,809.62
Total $21,809.62
LINE 27 DETAIL: ACTIVITIES INCLUDED IN THE COMPUTATION OF LINE 27
Voucher Matrix  National
Plan Year  IDIS Project IDIS Activity Number Activity Name Cod Objective Drawn Amount
2013 2 72 §738183  FAIR HOUSING EDUCATION 0s LMC $800.00
2013 2 72 5789930  FAIR HOUSING EDUCATION 05 LMC $2,000.00
2014 2 79 5789936  Fair Houslng Education 2014 05 LMC $721.12
2014 2 79 5803486  Fair Housing Education 2014 05 LmMC $8,300.00
2014 2 79 5833574  Falr Houslng Education 2014 05 LMC $5,978.88
05 Matrix Coda $17,800,.00
Total $17,800.00
LINE 37 DETAIL: ACTIVITIES INCLUDED IN THE COMPUTATION OF LINE 37
Voucher Matrix  Natianal
Plan Year  IDIS Project IDIS
} Activity \umber  Activity Name Code Objective Drawn Amount
2014 3 B0 5739611  Program Administration 2014 21A $23,636,30
2014 3 80 5772405  Program Administration 2014 21A $37,872.86
2014 3 80 5776014  Program Administration 2014 21A $20,500.38
2014 3 80 5789936  Program Administration 2014 21A $18,784.17
2014 3 80 5803486  Program Administration 2014 21A $9,311.29
21A Matrix Code $110,105.00



Voucher
Number

Matrix  National
Code Objective Drawn Amount

Total $110,105.00

Plan Year IDIS Projact IDIS Actlvity Activity Name
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Executive Summary

This report summarizes focus group findings conducted as part of the City of Valdosta’s Fair
Housing Committee (FHC) efforts to develop strategies to mitigate real and perceived
impediments to fair housing choice and development within the City. These findings are based
on three focus group interviews conducted by Valdosta State University’s Center for Applied
Social Sciences (CASS) in March, 2015. A total of 36 individuals participated in the focus
groups, and the demographics of the sample in this study closely mirror the population in the
City’s revitalization area. In response to a series of questions, several overarching themes were
identified:

e  When asked about what they liked best about living in their neighborhood, residents identified the
sense of community, location (access), neighborhood appearance, and homeownership as positive
features.

¢ When asked about what they liked least about living in their neighborhood, residents identified
transportation, infrastructure and lack of maintenance, reactive public safety, slow response
times, and the proliferation of rental properties as factors.

¢ When asked about housing affordability, residents were evenly split, but in particular, good
rental property is perceived as less affordable. Residents identified several obstacles to
affordability: low wages/lack of jobs, utility costs, rental property management, and the cost of
upkeep and repairs.

¢ In describing neighborhood conditions, residents were quite clear that overall conditions are
declining. This is perceived as a result of the lack of maintenance of rental properties and
increasing crime.

e While residents had limited interaction with code enforcement, that experience was mixed. Some
believe that code enforcement is not proactive and that city marshals were slow in responding and
enforcement efforts were unequally enforced. Others noted that the efforts of code enforcement
made a positive impact on their neighborhood.

»  Housing discrimination is manifested by “steering” families away from areas within the city
school district and that financial institutions scrutinized certain neighborhoods resulting in less
attention and assistance being provided to these neighborhoods. Racial discrimination in the
rental, sale, or advertising of homes/apartments was not mentioned in any of the focus groups.

+ Regarding safety, there was a qualified feeling that participants felt safe in their neighborhoods,
noting that a lower level of safety was experienced after dark. Residents noted that gang activity
and drug dealing, lack of street lighting, drivers ignoring traffic laws, and reactive policing lead to
feelings that their neighborhoods were not as safe as they once were.

¢ The vast majority of residents (86%) feel they are part of their neighborhood, although an
equivalent percentage of residents report they are not a member of a neighborhood organization.

» Four specific themes emerged regarding neighborhood needs across all focus groups. First, there
is a perceived need for more neighborhood parks and affordable recreation activities for youth.
Second, residents believe that property maintenance in general and the increase in rental

3
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properties needs to be addressed by the City. Third, code enforcement was emphasized, and
residents identified a fourth need of public transportation. In two of the focus groups, residents
called for building better relationships and trust with the police. One-third of focus group
participants report they have communicated specific needs to the City of Valdosta. Responses
were mixed about the value of the communication with some residents noting a positive
experience and felt the communication made a difference while others felt ignored.

o Finally, in addressing issues not previously covered by the focus group questions, residents
identified child safety, deteriorating public housing, availability of drugs, and mentoring
programs as areas for more involvement by the City.

In summary, residents expressed many positive views about Valdosta. However, based on the
responses of participants, we recommend the City consider more affordable recreation activities
for youth, greater community-based policing, more public transportation, stronger code
enforcement for rental properties, and the promotion of home ownership. These efforts would be
received as constructive improvements within the community’s 17 designated revitalization
neighborhoods and continue to build partnerships and trust within these communities.

The following addresses in detait the background, methodology, and resident responses within
the focus group discussions as well as concluding comments regarding next steps.
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Section 1: Background

Over the last decade, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Office of
Community Planning and Development has focused efforts on coordinating and developing
revitalization strategies for local communities. The purpose is to “create communities of
opportunity in neighborhoods by stimulating the reinvestment of human and economic capital
and economically empowering low-income residents.”’ As part of the strategic planning efforts,
the City of Valdosta has collected and analyzed data on the barriers to fair and affordable
housing as well as development to effectively focus resources on the solvable issues affecting
citizens in the 17 designated revitalization areas of Valdosta.

In 2012, JQUAD Planning Group, LLC was contracted by the City to conduct an Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing (Al), which is required by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) for all entitlement communities to assist in the development of their

revitalization plans. Based on that analysis, it was determined more information was necessary

to frther explore issues of housing and development within the City. In 2014, a lmited

community survey was conducted to provide some of this additional data. Later in 2014, the Fair

Housing Committee contacted the Center for Applied Social Sciences (CASS) at Valdosta State
University (VSU) about expanding efforts to collect additional data by holding focus groups.

Planning, strategy, and organizing meetings were held in late 2014 and early 2015 for the focus
groups. In March 2015, focus groups were conducted by Drs. James LaPlant, Robert Yehl, and
Luke Fowler, with support from the city’s Fair Housing Committee. Based on the data, CASS
has suggestioned and assisted the Fair Housing Committee in developing strategies to mitigate
impediments to fair housing and development. Based on these suggestions, the Fair Housing
Committee will be able to provide recommendations on these issues to the Mayor, City Council,
and city administration.

'South Georgia Regional Development Center. Community and Economic Development Department. “City of
Valdosta Neighborhood Revitalization Plans: HUD Designated Revitalization Areas.” Supporting document to the
City of Valdosta’s Consolidated Housing Plan 2004-2009.

5
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Section 2: Methodology

To provide more sophisticated data on the issues relative to housing in the identified
revitalization neighborhoods of Valdosta, three focus groups were conducted by CASS. Focus
groups are recognized as being useful in determining how people feel about issues and relies, in
part, on the interaction between group members. As Gibbs notes:

+ Focus group research involves organised discussion with a selected group of individuals
to gain information about their views and experiences of a topic.

« Focus group interviewing is particularly suited for obtaining several perspectives about
the same topic.

o The benefits of focus group research include gaining insights into people’s shared
understandings of everyday life and the ways in which individuals are influenced by
others in a group situation.”

The focus groups were facilitated by Drs. James LaPlant and Robert Yehl, both trained and
experienced in focus groups. Dr. Luke Fowler was involved in the planning and administration
of the focus groups. Additionally, graduate assistants were employed to keep minutes during the
meetings. The research protocol was approved for expedited review by the University’s
Institutional Review Board, and all procedures were followed as such. The question protocol
included a list of 12 questions identified by Drs. LaPlant, Yehl, and Fowler, and the Fair Housing
Committee. The question protocol can be found in Appendix A.

The focus groups were held at churches local to the revitalization neighborhood, as they
represent neutral locations with constituencies familiar with neighborhood issues and
comfortable attending meetings there. The churches were identified with the assistance of the
Fair Housing Committee and local pastors. Focus groups were held on different days and
different times to attract a variety of participants with locations spread throughout the
revitalization area to represent numerous neighborhoods. Times and places of the focus groups
were as follows:

* Morning Star Baptist Church (1051 Howell Road) on Thursday, March 5 from 6:30 to 8:00 PM
s River Street Church of Christ (619 River Street) on Saturday March 7 from 1:00 to 2:30 PM
¢ Mount Calvary Baptist Church (505 E. Force Street) on Saturday, March 7 from 4:00 to 5:30 PM

Participants were restricted to residents of the revitalization neighborhoods over the age 18. An
incentive of a $25 gift card was offered to participants. Participants were recruited through two
approaches. First, the City of Valdosta advertised via mainstream media outlets including the

®Gibbs, Anita. “Focus Groups.” Social Research Update lIssue 19, Winter 1997, Accessed at:
http://sru.soc.surrey.ac.uk/SRU19.html.
6
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Valdosta Daily Times and the public broadcasting channel. Second, flyers were distributed at the
location of each focus group to advertise to the constituency that was most familiar with that
specific area. Participants were requested to register in advance but were not required to do so.
Additionally, steps were taken to facilitate any participants with special needs, including
transportation, language translation, and/or disability assistance. In total, 36 residents
participated in the focus groups (four at Morning Star, five at River Street, and 27 at Mount

Calvary).

Figures 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, and 2.4 compare the demographics of the focus group sample to the general
population estimates from the U.S. Census for the Census Tracts included in the City of Valdosta
Revitalization Plan. The comparison is along four categories: race, gender, home ownership, and
length of residency.

Figure 2.1
Comparison of Focus Group Sample to Population® on Race

Sample Population

B Caucasian W African American B Caucasian B African American

*Based on S-year estimates from American Community Survey from U.S. Census Bureau for Census Tracts 103,

108, 109, 110, 111, 113,01, 113.02, and 114.02. Note: Census Tracts estimates may include areas not included in
revitalization plan neighborhoods,

7
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Figure 2.2
Comparison of Focus Group Sample to Population1 on Gender
Sample Population
W Male ®Female B Male M Female

Figure 2.3
Comparison of Focus Group Sample to Population’ on Own versus Rent
Sample Population
M Rent BOwn ® Rent BOwn
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Figure 2.4
Comparison of Focus Group Sample to Population' on Length of Residency
Sample Population
®Llessthan Syears W 5to 10 years W Resident since 2010
M More than 10 years W Resident since between 2000 and
2009
W Resident before 1999

The focus group sample mirrors the population in the revitalization neighborhoods as illustrated
in Figures 2.1 through 2.4. Although the percentage African American in the sample (92%) is
higher than the percentage in the population (70%), the gender breakdown of the sample and
population are basically equivalent. Given the focus on housing issues, it is important to note
that the percentage of renters (33%) and the percentage of homeowners (67%) in the sample
reflect the distribution in the population. In the sample, one-quarter of the focus group
participants compared to one-third of the population report living in their neighborhood less than
five years. Three-quarters of the sample have lived in their neighborhood five or more years
while two-thirds of the population have resided in their neighborhood more than six years.

A note is in order on the limitations of focus group samples. The sample for this study was not
randomly or systematically drawn from the general population as we often see in public opinion
polls. Individuals did self-select to participate in this study. Although this is not a probability
sample (meaning we cannot calculate the probability of a given resident being selected for this
study), the demographics of the sample mirror the population. Unlike many public opinion polls,
a focus group allows for in-depth discussions of key topics with detailed narratives from
participants which can provide valuable insights to policymakers.
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Section 3: Findings from Focus Groups

The analysis in this section summarizes the responses of focus group participants to the
following ten questions, which constitute the heart of the study, with special attention to the
themes that emerged.

What do you like best about living in your neighborhood?

As highlighted in Table 3.1, four themes emerged on what residents like best about their
neighborhoods. First, and the most prominent of responses, residents liked the sense of
community established in their neighborhoods. The sense of community was expressed as being
multifaceted, though. General relations with neighbors along with a close-knit community,
proximity to family, and a low concern for criminal behavior were noted in two focus groups.

However, it was also mentioned that this sense of community can change depending on the
particular block. Long-time residents and the quiet nature of the neighborhood were also seen as
positives.

Table 3.1
Themes for “Like Best about Your Neighborhood”
Theme Selected Quotes
Sense of Community “Good neighbors.”
“Close knit.”

“People watch out for each other and watch each other s homes.”’
“On my block, there is a sense of community.”
“Quiet.”

Location “Accessibility”
“Location. I can walk to restaurants.”’
“Close to the schools.”

Neighborhood Beauty | “By the Martin Luther King monument park. It brings a lot of visitors.
Good sight-seeing.”
“The azaleas blooming.”

Home Ownership “My home is paid for, the neighborhood is beautiful, and I feel
comfortable there.” .

10
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Second, the location of the neighborhoods in proximity to community amenities and the feeling
of accessibility were established in all three focus groups as a benefit to residents. Participants
noted the ability to access schools, the library, the hospital, businesses, and restaurants in all
three focus groups. Furthermore, having quick access to downtown events was an important
point of discussion in one focus group as all participants regularly attended downtown events and
activities. Additionally, paved sidewalks were seen as an amenity aiding in the accessibility of
the community in one focus group. ‘

In addition to a sense of community and accessibility, two other minor themes appeared:
neighborhood beauty and home ownership. Though not a major point of discussion, in all three
focus groups, participants noted the beauty of their neighborhoods represented what they liked
best. Neighborhood beauty ranged from azaleas and birds to the monument in Martin Luther
King Park. Finally, in two focus groups, participants specifically mentioned that owning their
home was the best part of the neighborhood.

What do you like least about living in your neighborhood?

Five themes emerged on what residents like least about their neighborhoods as illustrated in
Table 3.2. First, transportation was a major point of discussion in all three focus groups. The
most prominent issue raised across all three focus groups was traffic. More specific traffic
concerns included speeding, an overwhelming volume of cars and foot traffic, and safety of
pedestrians. Furthermore, two focus groups identified the lack of public transportation and the
‘un-walkability’ of the environment as major concerns.

Second, concerns about infrastructure and maintenance, both public and private, were raised in
all three focus groups. The most pressing concern presented were issues related to storm water
runoff; these were prominent in two focus groups. Participants showed concern for the related
issues of general road maintenance in terms of potholes in one focus group, and standing water
creating mosquito breeding grounds in another. Other issues that arose were littering, insect
infestations of older homes, and the arduous bureaucratic process associated with maintaining
homes in the historic district.

Third, public safety concerns were notable issues for two focus groups. The most disturbing of
these concerns, presented in one focus group, was a feeling that residents were not safe in their
own homes or that they had to “hide.” These concerns were most likely relative to other
concerns presented; namely, the prevalence of “child molesters, ex-cons, etc...”, prostitutes,
drugs, and gang activity, which were discussed in two focus groups. Notably, about half the
participants in one focus group noted gang activity as an issue. Other concerns were noise
control, selling of bootlegged cigarettes and alcohol, and unsupervised children.

11
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Table 3.2

Themes for “Like Least about Your Neighborhood”

Theme

Selected Quotes

Transportation

“There used to be a time when kids could ride bikes. They can’t
anymore because of the traffic... There are long stretches without stop
signs.”

“Lack of public transportation.”

“Speeding.”’

“It is not a walkable environment. You have to drive

everywhere... There is not a park nearby... Walking is important for
health and nutrition.”

Infrastructure and
Maintenance

“When it rains the infrastructure can’t hold it.”
“When it rains, it floods... We have to drive ten miles down the road

because the whole street doesn't drain.”

“Littering.” .

Public Safety

“1like to sit on the porch af certain times at night. | can’t do that
anymore. 1 love sitting on the porch. They have taken something that |

love from me.”
“I get emails about people moving into street — child molesters, ex-
cons, etc. I'm all for rehabilitation, but I see people doing thmgs on the
weekend that they weve arrested for.”

“[T have] to hide. I can’t go outside during certain times of the day.”
“Loud music coming up and down the streets.”

City Responsiveness “City ignores (cleaning) certain neighborhoods.”
“Slow reaction time from the police.”
Rental Properties “Rental owners do not take care of their property — both landlords

and renters. They make your property look bad."”
“Homeowners suffer because the value of the neighborhood is going
down.”

Finally, two other minor themes appear in the focus groups: rental properties and city
responsiveness. The growing prominence of rental properties was raised in two focus groups.
More specifically, participants were concerned that rental properties decreased property value
and were not properly maintained. City responsiveness was an issue for one focus group, with
participants noting slow or no response from city marshals, the police department, and the

sanitation department.

12
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Is housing affordable in your neighborhood?

While the sample was evenly split in Figure 3.1, participants contended that the affordability
question was different for renters versus owners. In general, renting is seen as less affordable;
owning is seen as cheaper due to depreciation of property value over time, especially for long-
time owners. However, the upkeep costs for home ownership were identified as being a major
issue effecting affordability especially as it relates to historic preservation and maintaining
standards.

Figure 3.1
Is Housing Affordable in Your Neighborhood?

BYes HNo

Table 3.3 summarizes the four major themes that were identified as being obstacles to affordable
housing by participants. First, wages and jobs were, by far, the most pressing issue hindrance to
housing affordability. Wages were identified in all three focus groups as being below average,
failing to keep pace with the cost of living or inflation, and being uncompetitive. Participants
linked wage issues as a major impediment to financing or refinancing home loans, in two focus
groups. Additionally, job availability and the burden of working single parents were identified in
one focus group.

Second, utility prices were identified in all three focus groups as an issue of concern for
affordability. In one focus group, all participants noted utilities as an impediment. Most
participants identified utilities being high in general, but the problem may be more acute for

those in older homes.
13
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Table 3.3
Themes for “Obstacles to Affordable Housing”
Theme Selected Quotes
Wages and Jobs “Wages are below average.”
“It makes it difficult to go to the bank and get a loan.”
Utility Prices -
Rental Properties “Some houses need so much work. People shouldn’t be living in them.”
“The insides of rentals need to be fixed up.”
“Owners are not concerned about who rents. They rent to anyone.
They don’t check on property.”
“Renters are lowering the value of my home.”
Repairs and Upkeep “When there is a problem who can you trust to fix something? "

Third, in two focus groups, issues of rental properties and their management were major points

of discussion. In two focus groups, participants identified rental properties as being in poor
condition and unsuitable for inhabitation. In one focus group, participants argued that so-called
‘slumlords’ were prominent, and had little concern to who they rented to. This was of particular
concern as it applied to ‘transit” or short-term rentals.

Finally, repairs and upkeep were minor points of discussion, but were mentioned in all three
focus groups. One focus group noted the high costs associated with historic preservation, and
another focus group universally noted the difficulty of finding a trustworthy contractor or
maintenance person,

How would you describe the condition of your neighborhood?

Across all three focus groups, residents are adamant that the conditions of their neighborhoods
are declining! One of the major concerns of residents is the prevalence of slumlords and the
maintenance of rental properties as revealed in Table 3.4. In all three focus groups, participants
discussed the conditions of rental homes as being below the necessary standards, and placed
blame on owners for refusing to maintain those homes. Additionally, in two focus groups, it was
noted that it was easy to identify the rental properties within a neighborhood based on the
condition of the homes. The consensus of one focus group was that the poor maintenance of
rental properties was a direct cause of the declining conditions of the neighborhood. Moreover,

in all three focus groups, participants expressed that owner-occupants were unable to afford costs
14
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associated with repairs, further contributing to neighborhood decline and leading to vacant
homes and empty lots.

Table 3.4
Themes for “Condition of Neighborhood”
Themes Selected Quotes
Rental Properties “Renting homes people shouldn’t be living in. "'
“Rental properties are not kept up. It makes our neighborhood look
bad "

“Rentals much worse condition than owned. You can drive around and
guess which homes are rented and which are owned.”

“You can tell the difference between homeowner properties and rental
properties.”

“Our rentals really made our neighborhood decline...the homes were
beautiful, but not after they moved in.”

“A lot of houses/businesses are torn down.”

Public Safety “Someone stole our washer and dryer.”

“Junk yards, .. motorcycle races down the street. Roaches, snakes, rats,
fumes that come from the junkyard...I had to put up a privacy fence.”

Other concerns of participants included issues of public safety. In two focus groups, increasing
crime was a point of discussion. Participants mentioned the increases in theft and violent crime,
as well as vandalism. Additionally, in one focus group, participants noted the negative impacts
of a local junk yard attracting pests to the area and producing odorous fumes.,

What is your experience with code enforcement and the City of Valdosta?

Across all three focus groups, only a minority of participants had any contact with the city
marshals on housing or related issues. For those participants with experience dealing with the
city marshals, their experiences were mixed as summarized in Table 3.5. In one focus group, the
consensus was the city marshals were reactive rather than proactive, However, it was also noted
in this focus group that a participant had seen the city marshals inspecting before, and another
contended contacting the city marshals had a made a difference in terms of grass being cut,
removing abandoned cars, and dealing with stray animals. Additionally, this focus group felt
that residents who were more involved and reported issues were likely to have those issues
resolved by the city marshals.

The consensus for another focus group was less positive. Participants contended that a slow or
no response from the city marshals resulted in a lack of effectiveness in maintaining
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neighborhood standards. Additionally, some participants felt that responsiveness was unequally
enforced and financially discriminatory.
Table 3.5
Selected Quotes on Experiences with Code Enforcement and the City of Valdosta

“Some neighborhoods are just more involved and report things.”
“Issues get resolved...maybe not as quickly as they would like them to.’
“I called the city marshal...came two and a half hours later ... the guy had time to move
all the cars across the street.”

“I had to put up a sign myself to keep people from parking in front of my house.”

“I have one car and they said if I don’t move it I will pay $600, but my neighbor has 20
plus cars.”

Do you feel there is housing discrimination in your neighborhood?

Within all three focus groups, the participants did not identify racial discrimination in the rental,
sale, or advertising of homes/apartments. As the focus group discussion unfolded, the most

prominent feature of housing discrimination emerged in terms of schools. In two focus groups,
participants contended that county schools were promoted over city schools in housing decisions,
steering families away from areas within the city school district as reported in Table 3.6. In one
focus group, participants noted they felt discriminated against in dealing with financial
institutions based on their neighborhood. Specifically, they felt they had been overly scrutinized
by lending institutions and banks. One focus group discussed the perception there was less
attention and assistance being directed to their neighborhood than other areas of the city.
Finally, noteworthy is one participant’s anecdote that certain businesses refused to deliver to his
neighborhood.

Table 3.6
Selected Quotes on Housing Discrimination

“[Realtors] tried to steer my family away from the city schools toward the county
schools.”

“City schools are not promoted. If you are looking to buy a home only the county schools
are promoted... being close 1o a city school is not considered a positive.”

“No banks would underwrite the loans.”

“The northern side of the historical district is getting attention or assistance. The
southern isn't.”

“In our old neighborhood certain places wouldn’t deliver to the neighborhood.”
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How safe do you feel in your neighborhood?

Across all three focus groups, participants in general felt safe in their neighborhoods. However,
this was a qualified feeling as summarized in Table 3.7. In two focus groups, participants
identified mornings and afternoons as feeling safer than evenings, with many contending they
feel unsafe at night. Furthermore, in one focus group, a participant noted he feels safe in general,
but certain areas feel less safe than others.

Table 3.7
Themes for “Feel Safe in Your Neighborhood”
Themes Selected Quotes
Qualified Sense of “I have felt safer before. I still feel comfortable walking/running. 1 still
Feeling Safe feel safe in neighborhood.”
“I feel safe wherever I go, but my wife is uneasy about me going to
certain areas at night.”

“Depends on what time of day it is.”
“I won’t walk my dog at night.”

Contributors to “We all know one another.”

Feeling Safe “Neighbors who watch. Neighbors who care help with feeling safe.
Neighbors see people as people.”

“Older community and older people, so we don't have to deal with a
lot of crime. Everybody watches out for each other.”

Detractors to Feeling "Gang activity and dealing drugs.”

Safe ""We have one house where there is a different car every 30 minutes...
counted 32 in one day ... it has cleaned up though."”

“l used to feel safe — not anymore. A lot of homeowners moved out

and renters moved in. A lot of gangs. Teenagers are walking the street
on a school day.”

“We 've had break-ins but I don’t fear for my safety.”

“People are walking the street at night...walking in the backyard. "
“People don't use sidewalks."”

“If it was well lit I would probably feel safer.”

“I called about the street light burning out and they still haven't fixed
it.”

“People who don't follow traffic laws.”

“We don’t walk at night...we Il get hit by a car.”

“I don’t want to walk or run in the neighborhood "

On Police “Police presence is more reactive than proactive.”
17
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In two focus groups, participants were able to identify circumstances and issues that made them
feel safer. The most prominent of these was the feeling of community. In both focus groups,
participants contended they felt their neighbors were watching out for them, and this added to the
level of safety. Additionally, home alarm systems were noted as adding a feeling of safety.

In all three focus groups, participants were, also, able to identify circumstances and issues that
made them feel less safe. The most prominent of these were drug and gang activity. Participants
in all three focus groups discussed the prevalence of drugs and gangs in their neighborhoods, and
connected this to their feeling of safety. Other safety concerns related to people roaming the
neighborhoods at night, poor lighting, traffic, and dogs. In two focus groups, there was a safety
concern related to the number of people roaming the neighborhoods at night, with participants
noting they did not use sidewalks and walked through backyards. In two focus groups,
participants mentioned street lights were blocked or burnt out leaving areas with poor lighting.
In two focus groups, participants contended running stop signs and speeding were common in
their neighborhoods, with many participants expressing fear of being hit by a car. In one focus
group, participants noted concern related to unleashed dogs.

Finally, in two focus groups, participants discussed the relationship between police and their
feelings of safety in their neighborhoods. The reactions were mixed. In one focus group,
participants felt that police presence was reactive rather than proactive. However, participants
did feel that the routine patrol through their neighborhood did make them feel safer. In another
focus group, participants contended any police presence contributed to anxiety, rather than
safety.

To what extent do you feel a part of your neighborhood?

Figure 3.2 highlights that the vast majority of respondents (86%) feel they are part of their
neighborhood. Focus group participants noted that “family and friends” help them feel
connected and they feel “invested” in their neighborhood. Several respondents remarked that
annual block parties and neighborhood gatherings contribute to a feeling of being a part of the
neighborhood. Walking in the neighborhood was identified as an activity that provides the
opportunity to meet neighbors. Many respondents feel a part of their neighborhood because
“neighbors watch over each other’s homes.” For the 14% of focus group participants who do not
feel a part of their neighborhood, the themes emerged that neighbors are not as connected as they
were in the past and people frequently move. One respondent observed “people are not
neighborly anymore. It is a different society.” Another respondent remarked their neighborhood
is “no comparison to what it was like when I was a child because people move in and out.” One
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participant noted “the majority of my neighbors are military families so they move in and out a

lot.”
Figure 3.2

To What Extent Do You Feel a Part of Your Neighborhood?

H Yes MNo

Figure 3.3
Are You a Member of a Neighborhood Organization?

HYes HNo

When asked if they are a member of a neighborhood organization, only five of the focus group
participants (14%) report current membership. Interestingly, the percentages are reversed from
Figures 3.2 to 3.3 with 86% of respondents reporting that they feel a part of their neighborhood,
but an equivalent percentage are not members of a neighborhood organization. In one focus
group, six of the participants noted that their neighborhoods once had an organization but do not
currently have one. Another participant remarked that their neighborhood once had a patrol but
not anymore. It is clear that focus group participants still feel a part of their neighborhood even
when most are not members of a neighborhood organization.
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What does your neighborhood need most?

Across all three focus groups, participants emphasized the theme of more parks and recreation
activities for youth in their neighborhood. Table 3.8 reveals that a subtheme to the focus group
discussions is the need for affordable recreation activities for children and teenagers. Many
participants noted that the activities provided by the Boys and Girls Club are not affordable to
many residents. All of the focus group discussions also noted the need for greater property
maintenance and less rental properties. Participants noted that the decline in property
maintenance in their neighborhoods is strongly related to the rise of rental properties. The need
for more code enforcement as well as public transportation also emerged across all three focus

groups.

Table 3.8
Themes for “Neighborhood Need Most”

Theme Selected Quotes

Parks and Recreation | “Playground for the children. Somewhere kids can play. Yards are

Activities for Youth too close to the road.”

“"Community centers for youth...need affordable youth activities. The
Boys and Girls Club is too expensive, overpopulated, and there is a
waiting list.”

“Something for children, 5 or 6 years old...a recreation center that's
affordable. Boys and Girls Club is not affordable.”

“Lack of parks ...not everyone can afford the Boys and Girls Club.”

Property Maintenance | “More homeowners who take care of their property and less renters.”
and Less Rental “Renters and owners to maintain their properties.”

Properties “Too much ownership has migrated to rentals... Once they move out
they are less focused on upkeep and maintenance. If property values
drop too far then they are not concerned about who moves into their
homes.”

Code Enforcement “More enforcement on landlords to maintain their properties.”
“Don’t see codes enforced right now. "
“Make sure the codes apply to everyone not just a select few.”

Public Transportation | “Public transportation helps to bring jobs in.”'
“If you do get a job there is no public transportation to get you there.”
“The public transportation we do have doesn’t come.”
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In two of the focus groups, participants articulated the theme of building better relationships and
trust with the police. One respondent noted “it’s not about running through the neighborhood
chasing people...It’s getting to know the community. Building trust in the community.”
Another respondent observed that “police are not a part of the community.” Several focus group
participants called for more community policing and community involvement. Discussions in
two of the focus groups also noted the need for more financial assistance in the repair and
maintenance of homes, especially for the elderly and those on fixed incomes. Participants noted
the need for financial support to make homes energy efficient given the older housing stock in
many neighborhoods. Better lighting for neighborhoods and recreation facilities was noted in
two of the three focus groups.

In one of the focus groups, a myriad of safety and appearance issues were noted as the greatest
needs in the neighborhood: speed bumps, more fencing, cleaning up litter, widen the roads, more
sidewalks, and more signage for children at play.

A follow-up question asked participants “if they have communicated these needs to the City of
Valdosta?” As Figure 3.4 highlights, approximately one-third of focus group participants have

communicated specific neighborhood needs to the City of Valdosta. These respondents noted
they have contacted a city council member, the mayor, the police department, or the assistant to
the city manager. Responses were mixed about the value of the communication. Some of the
respondents had a positive experience with their communication and felt it made a difference
while others felt they were ignored. Several respondents noted the challenge of digital
communication with the City if an individual does not have an Internet connection or is not
comfortable with electronic communication.

Figure 3.4
Have You Communicated Neighborhood Needs to the City of Valdosta?

HYes WNo
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Among the two-thirds of participants who have not communicated neighborhood needs to the
City, the theme emerged that they do not know “who to call” or “where to go” or “who to talk
to” about neighborhood issues. One respondent blamed “citizen apathy.” This discussion of
citizen apathy in one focus group resulted in participants encouraging communication and
engagement among their fellow residents. A respondent noted how few people attend city
council meetings and declared “we need more [residents] up there. We need to put more effort
into this as citizens.” Several focus group participants expressed optimism that persistence is the
key and attending city council meetings over time can result in neighborhood needs being
addressed.

Is there anything else that you would like to tell us about your neighborhood
or housing in your neighborhood?

Qur final focus group question asked participants to share any other observations about their

neighborhood or housing which had not been addressed with previous questions. In one of the

focus groups, a participant noted concern for children’s safety in their own yards and
neighborhoods. The participant wanted children to have the feeling that it is safe for kids to go
out and play. Another participant in the same focus group expressed concern about the
deteriorating condition and upkeep of public housing as well as “drugs from neighbors” in public
housing. In another focus group, a participant suggested that the City of Valdosta should
consider “programs that promote accountability” as well as “mentor programs” for residents of
neighborhoods.
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Section 4: Discussion and Conclusions

While there are some limitations to the data collected from the focus groups, the findings provide
some important insights into housing issues in the City of Valdosta’s Revitalization Plan
neighborhoods. Among the most important of findings is the overwhelmingly sense of
community felt within these neighborhoods. A consistent theme reflected in all the focus groups
and across numerous discussion questions was the feeling of community and the connection
between neighbors. This sense of community, in turn, reflects positively in other areas.
Participants who felt part of a community were more likely to “look out” for their neighbors,
report criminal activity and code violations, participate in public events, own homes, and
maintain their property. A sense of community provides residents a vested interest in their
neighborhoods, and cannot be understated as a benefit in revitalizing declining areas.
Additionally, a positive finding that is noteworthy is the lack of concern surrounding racial
discrimination in housing. While participants do feel there is discrimination in some ways, there
was almost no feeling of discrimination in the sale, rental, or advertising of housing, This likely
supports the feeling of community noted by participants, as discrimination does not undermine
their unity.

On the other hand, several concerns about the neighborhoods came to light as well. Chief among
these concerns were public safety, rental properties, transportation, and infrastructure. All
contribute to the consistent feeling of neighborhood decline. Gangs, drug activity, and
unsupervised youths undermine feelings of safety and security. Rental properties, including
affordability, upkeep and maintenance, provide for a declining sense of neighborhood value.
Transportation and infrastructure create a feeling of isolation from other parts of the city. Taken
as a whole, they reflect very real concemns participants have in their neighborhoods. However,
each of those weaknesses can be seen as an opportunity, as they reflect solvable problems within
the capacity of the City of Valdosta. ‘

Based on the responses of participants, more affordable activities for youth, stronger code
enforcement for rental properties, more home ownership, greater public transportation, and more
community-based policing will strike at the heart of many of the concerns for residents. More
affordable recreation activities for children and teenagers can contribute to the well-being of
youth in the community. Stronger efforts at code enforcement can help to improve the condition
of properties. More home ownership can provide for both better property conditions and value,
and reinforce investment in the community both financially and socially. Greater public
transportation can promote economic opportunities and community integration. More expansive
community-based policing can help to reduce crime and support communal ties. Efforts of this
nature will have the twin benefit of serving to remedy concerns in the neighborhood and
strengthening the heart of the community. If well planned and supported, the positive aspects of
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the community can be focused on solving the major problems identified, and serve as a
foundation for further revitalization. Additionally, upgrades to infrastructure and better traffic
management can encourage stronger ties outside of neighborhoods to the Valdosta community as
a whole, and reduce frustrations when dealing with traffic and storm water runoff.

CASS at VSU is dedicated to supporting local governments to effectively plan and provide
public services to their communities. In efforts to move forward with the recommendations of
this report, CASS is uniquely positioned to provide further research and analysis on issues of
housing and revitalization of neighborhoods.
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Appendix

Focus Group Questions

How long have you lived in your current neighborhood?

Show of hands for less than five years, five to 10, and more than 10 years
Do you rent or own?

Show of hands for rent or own

What do you like best about living in your neighborhood?

What do you like least about living in your neighborhood?
Is housing affordable in your neighborhood?

Probe what they consider to be affordable housing for rent and then mortgage payments
Probe what percentage of their monthly income goes to housing (more than one-third?)

Probe the obstacles to affordable housing (timing of payments, other household
obligations, financing/interest rates/inability to get a loan)

How would you describe the condition of your neighborhood?
Probe the condition of and maintenance of homes
What is your experience with code enforcement and the City of Valdosta?
Probe if they have had any contact with a city marshal
Probe if such contacts made a difference
Probe if code enforcement is equally enforced
Do you feel there is housing discrimination in your neighborhood?
Why or why not?
Probe about the sale, rental or advertising of homes or apartments
How safe do you feel in your neighborhood?
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Probe what makes you feel safe or unsafe in your neighborhood?
To what extent do you feel a part of your neighborhood?
Why or why not do you feel connected?
Probe if they are a member of a neighborhood organization
What does your neighborhood need most?
Probe what is perceived as the greatest housing need
Probe if they have communicated these needs to the City of Valdosta

Is there anything ¢lse that you would like to tell us about your neighborhood or housing in
your neighborhood?
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Call 229-247-4450

www lincolnreattyvaldosta.com

Mobile Homes for Rent

BIG BEAUTIFUL & CLEAN
4b/2ba living room & den, open
xitchen, breakfast room,; dining
room, total elec. on 1 ac. Lanier
‘County schools 21 Pine Dr.
Naylor, $685.00 rent & $695.00
deposit; Also available Brooks
Co. 5b/2ba living room & den
wifrplc & miles from Valdosta mall
59 Peachtree Dr. $725.00 rent &
:$725.00 deposit or purchase
-Owner financing available NO
PETS 229-249-9936

carpeted bedrooms, kitchen
with eating bar and breakfast
nook w/ triple windows that
overlook a scenic backyard.
Bordered with mature trees
alongside a creek. You will
love this house and neighbor-
hood! Priced Reduced fo
$156,500! Call: (803) 440-0472

.. Mobile Homes for ww._m

LOWNDES COUNTY
1 Single Wide 3br/2ba

5 Double Wides 3br/2 ba
1 Double Wides 4br/2 ba

BROOKS COUNTY
Single Wide 3brfi2ba
4 Double Wides, 3br/i2Zba

: NO PETS ALLOWED
. Call Natalie or Debra
: 229-247-4208 betwoen .
Sam & 5:30pm M-F

Homes for Sale -

- DON BROTHERTON
PAYS CASHII
for your house in 3 days!|

Don’t let those
other guys steal
your house!!
Get a fair

cash price from

Don Brotherton
Properties, LLC
1422 W. Hill Ave.
Valdosta, GA 31601
229.251.7417

for appointmentl

FOR SALE BY OWNER,
single family home, 4 BR, 2.5
BA, brick, 2550 sq fi, beauti-
fully landscaped, built 1999,
hardwood floors in common

-Jareas, master bedroom and in

jarge walk-in closet, carpeted
in other bedrooms, ceramic tile

floor plan, large family room,
electric iog fireplace, trey ceil-
ings in family, dining and mas-
ter rooms, 35 acre lot, 2 car
'garage with additional 16X20

- fgarage/shop with allic storage

and remote controlled garage
door, sprinkler system, secur-
ity systern, extra patio- off
back porch. 3540 Victoria Dr.
Arbor Run Subdivision, Val-
dosta, GA. $254,.900 OBO.
Shown by appointment only.
Call Rick at 229-548-5151.
See our posting on Zillow.com

in kitchen and bathrooms, spiit |}

[T Don in 3 days!!

BEST DEALS
FOR ANEW -
HOME IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

983-9771

BY OWNER CLEAN COUNTRY
LIVING Brooks Co. Huge
5b/2bath on % ac. large living
room & den wifireplace, dining
-room, n kitchen, large master
suite $7,900 dwn $696 pymnt.;
Naylor Lanier Co. Huge 4b/2ba
on 1 ac. Large master suite, large
den tliving room, &:54. room,
breakfast area island kitchen
$7,500 dwn $651 pymnt. 229-
249-9936 : . i

Lincoln
REALTY COMPANY &

WATERFRONT mobile home
‘jwith dock. 4135 Cowve Drive

: ' Acreage/Land/Lots Sale

ACREAGE FOR SALE- 600 |

acres located in Waest Liberty,
" Kentucky. Excellent hunting & in-
vestment property. Lots of timber,
creeks, & streams. 4 mi. from

i e JPPERSL R T

o L gl T R

town. $600,000: .
o n.u.__ (229) 221-2228.

'HEAVILY WOODED 1 acre and
" above lots. Many with creek

frantage, Pecks Mill Greek area
in Dahlonega, Ga. Great family
retreat or bug out location. Con-

_ 1 tact 541-753:8625 _

PRIVATE.7+ ACRES off Hwy
128 South in Echols County, un-
derground pdwer on property,
$21,000. Call 229-415-2942 be-
fore 8PM. -

Autos for Sale

HARLEY, DAVIDSON ROAD
KING ULTRA, 2000- Exceflent
condition, 1 owner. New tires,
new brakes, & new battery.

| Ready for Daytonal $6,000; Call

220-696-8634

JEEP WRANGLER, 1989-

| Sports Utilities, Green. 86,400

mi, Good condition, $2,500. Call

1 (706) 941-9794

| SUV for Sale

2015 GMC ACADIA SLE-2
6K Miles, Dark Red, Gray interi-
" - or.clean carfax,
. $28,500. ’
cail 850-558-7370

Vans for Sale

2015 CHRYSLER TOWN &

Black/Tan leather, DVD, $22,500
o ,nm= 850-559-7370

For the purposa of seeking cit-
izens input on the City of Valdos-
tas 2014 Consolidated Annuai
Performance and Evaluation Re-
port {CAPER) for the U.S. De-

evelopment. On September
3rd, the City of Valdosta will have
oo:.__ﬂoﬁn_ ies of the CAPER
for 2014 for the Community
. Development Block Grant (CD-
BG) program.for review. The pur-
wo.%o of the CAPER is to provide
City. of Valdosta with an op-
poftunity to evaluate its overall
progress on an annual basis in
carying-out priorities and object-
ives identified in the HUD-ap-
proved Gonsolidated Plan and to
report its progress to the U.S.
Dapartment of Houging and Urb-
an Development (HUD) and the
cltizens of Valdosta. The City of
Valdosta actively encourages on-
m.ow__u citizen Input and feedback.
ha public comment period for
this report will be open until 5
p-m., ember 28, 2015. This
raport ¢an be provided in an al-
ternalte format, upon request to
the Neighborhood Development
Division. The comments re-
ceived from the public participa-
tion process are an integral part
of the overali CAPER assess-
ment process. . .

If you have any questions, please
The City of Vaidosta :
Neighborhood Development Divi-
sion

300 North Lee Street, Room 204
Between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. T '
(220)671-3617

8/30;,09/02/15

gpnid

Public Notice

m.m_.uso_.: of Housing and Urban |

Scott Drive discharged an estim-

. ated 61,100 gallons of combined

stormwater and wastewater into
Sugar Creek.

A manhole at the end of Remar
Lane discharged an estimated
151,700 of combined stormwater
and wastewater into Sugar
Creeak.

A manhole in the 1400 block of
Gomto Road discharged an es-
timated 177,000 galions of com-
bined stormwater and wastewa-
ter into Sugar Creek.

An additional manhole in the
2400 block of Meadowbrook
Drive discharged an estimated
48,000 gallons of combined
stormwater and wastewater into
Sugar Creek.

City staff cleaned the area, re-
covered wastewater, and applied
lime to disinfect tha affected
areas. Public notification signs
have been placed at and down-
stream of the spill sites to warn
the general public. Due to the
possibility of bacterial contamina-
tion from combined stormwater
and wastewater, the public is ad-
vised to avoid contact with Sugar
Creek in these areas for the next
seven days.

The City has made the proper
notification to the Georgia Envir-
onmental Protection Division of
the Department of Natural Re-
sources and has initiated
sampling of the effected stream.

For more-information, contact En-
vironmental Manager John Waite
at (229) 258-3592 or at

jwaite@valdostacity.com.

00093175

- 972115

. o el e _ ~ valdostadailytimes.com
803 Charokee 2/1.5 $600 ‘Britai i = ¢ = ay T o —, ——e - :
Avalon Apt. 2115 $525 wﬁ.ﬂwﬁ_mwa&wmmm% scaped with sprinkler system. Ex- | Agreage/Land/Lots Sale *Miscellaneous Nofices | Miscellaneous Nofices
T reat location!' Near shoppin: ; e 5 -at 4108 - ” - -
ouprexes . || |5 rostaurants, ceated just| Caitman g, M. vaidosts. | SHOOKS COUNTY FARM FOR | gpntd On August 26.29, 2015, the Val-
19?& Vinnie Dr. 2/2 $595 mmqmwwa.mﬂ wﬁw mu_.wm :w__.m.ﬂ._.n $1 mw.mownmuz for an nuuoom_w. Brooks County with 110 Acres of | NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING Mﬂn.im area wﬁ.ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ
oot sgs || [borce; vss saf bl | et s Beii SR | Bocis Com I G| MOTICRSL A | s it e
a . and exterior completely wup- erty has a small pond & nice ._.—.:ianm.m.cmo_&u:.u!. 3, 2015 aticn entering the sanitary sew.
. APARTMENTS dated| Spacious entry, wiorm- roliing topagraphy. 10 mins. from First £y Hal An Purpose | ©f systam caused a surcharge of
. |1505 A Pine 272 ﬁmw W_ ovoi:n\. to n_am____m szw <”__..._MMW0. >mw___._.a nn_.un _mwmﬁ.w_ﬂo gy :oh_: . : the system and resulted in four
Baytree Manor 2/1 $450 pen great rcom wivaulte re. - it !
]1614 Williams #+1 2/1 $385 ceiiing and wood burning fire- roker at (229) 563-4812. <.w%ﬂo—%ﬂ“ﬂuﬂ8 sanfiary sewer overflows
100 Lankford C5 1/1 3395 place. Screened in back porch, IR 5:30 p.m. A manhols in the 600 block of

-



Sunday, August 30,2015 .

TOTTITY AT AT e WIANTY CUSTOITT

11D

. Call Natalle or Debra -
229-247-4208 between
Sam & 5:30pm M-F

MOBILE HOMES
] FOR RENT

Single wide, Barber Cir,,
3briZba, Bemiss Rd to 122, -
: $500/mo.
Single Wide 42 Yamassee
Cir., 3br!1.5ba, 133, 133
W., 2 miles from Valdosta Mali,
$400/mo.
Single Wide 277 Seminoie
Dr., 3br/2ba, W. of Valdosta
- ‘Mall. $450/mwo.
. "NoPets
Call 229-263-4352

MOBILE HOME: 2bd/2ba, Must
have 3 references, 12 month
lease. 10 minutes from Valdosta,
off Hwy 84. 8110 Sims Grove Rd.
$450/mo & $450/dep. :
MOBILE HOME: 2bd/2ba, Must
have 3 references, 12 month
lease. CH/A. 10 minutes from
“Valdosta, off Hwy B4, 7872 Tiger
Pond Rd. $500/mo & $500/dep.
Call 229-251-6468 or 229-269-
3488. - T

Homes for Sale

HOME FOR SALE, 3BR/2BA-
Located at 4753 Zipperer'Rd.
1,980 sq ft Single Family, Built
in 2008, Ranch style on'5 plus
acres. ‘Larga porches on t
and rear with deck also on
rear. Garden tub, tile bath and
laundry, hardwood ro_wm_._ floor
design kitchen and LR. Office
and BR carpeted. Landscape
and yard sprinkled with partial
asphalt driveway. For Sale by
Qwner $210,000. Call (850)
672-1004 - .

~

3 features including trey ceilings,

crown molding, large master
suite with spacious walk-in
closet. Wood, tile, & carpet floor-
:ing. Ceiling fans throughout.
Covered & open patios. large two
_car garage with extra storage
rooms. 16'x18" storage/workshop
buikding with the second floor fin-
ished & air conditioned office
area. 18'x30"-carfboat port. Vinyt
&' privacy fenca. Fully land-
scaped with sprinkier system. Ex-
ceilent Condition. This move-in

. ready homae can be seen at 4108

Coleman Rd. N., Valdosta:
$183,500. Call for an appoint-
ment at (229) 563-8260 or (903

-983-9771

Mobiie Homes for Sale

BY OWNER CLEAN COUNTRY
LiVING. Brooks Co. Huge
5§/2bath on ¥% ac. large living
room: & den wffireplace, dining
room, open kitchen,
suite $7,900 dwn $696 pymnt.;
Nayler Lanier Co. Huge 4b/2ba
oh 1 ac. Large master suite, large
den living room, dining room,
breakfast area island kitchen
$7,500 dwn $651 pymnt. 229-
249.9936

REALTY COMPANY &
'|[WATERFRONT mokile home
with dock. 4135 Cové Drive
Lake Park. 32'X64' 3bdrm 2
baths. $85,000. |

Contact Parker Lincoln.

2329-251-3767
www. lincoinreaity

“valdosta.com

large master’

Miscellaneous Notices
gpnid
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

C
First Floor Multi-Purpose
Room
300 North Lee Street
" Valdosta, Georgia 31603
5:30 p.m.,

For the purpose of seeking cit-
izens input on the City of Valdos-
tas 2014 Consolidated Annual
Performance and Evaluation Re-
port (CAPER) for the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development. On September
3rd, the City of Valdosta will have
completed copies of the CAPER
for FY 2014 for the Community
Development Block Grant (CD-
BG) program for review. The pur-
pose of the CAPER is to provide
the City of Valdosta with an op-
portunity to evaluate its overali
progress on an annual basis in

- carying out priorities and object-

ives identified in the HUD-ap-
proved Consclidated Plan and to
report its progress to the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urb-
an Development (HUD) and the
citizens of Vaidosta. The City of
Valdosta actively encaurages on-
going citizen input-and feedback.
The public comment period for
this .report will be open until 5
p.m., September 28, 2015. This
report can be provided in an al-
ternate format, upon request to
the Neighborhood Development
Division. The comments re-
caived from the public participa-
tion process are an integral part
of the overall CAPER assess-
ment process,
If you have any questions,
contact:

The City of Valdosta -
Neighborhood Development Divi-
sion -

300 North Lee Street, Room 204
Between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m.

{229)671-36817

00093069 -
8/30,09/02115

[

please
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AFFIDAVIT

I, Mae Stokes, Public Notice Manager, do hereby certify that the legal
Advertisement(s) for NOTIGE OF PUBLIC HEARING (CAPER)

were published in THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

on 8/30:09/02/15

Subscribed and sworn to me, in the County of Lowndes in the State of

Georgia on this 14TH day of SEPTEMBER 2015 .

b—bh@uo.,k Rﬂiigm o .

Notary Signature

Public Notice Manager
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Mitrggm W

i
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By, G ‘\®
'fm, ™ lrlEllaﬂ“‘“

201 N. Troup St. (31601) / P.O. Box 968 (31603)
Valdosta, GA / (229) 244-1880
www.sgacniine.com
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SOUTHERN RIVERS H ‘

—J.n\h:l"

Community & Family Empowerment Day
Saturday, Mlay 2 ¢ 99a.m. te § p.m.

SPONSORSHIP FORM

Please complete the form in its entirety and return by Friday, April 24 at noon.
FaX' 229-316-1218 Email: khamilton@gwisr.org Office: 229-316-1216 ext. 2

Name of Organization C(/I’L{ Df( VM&L@YHL
Contact Name HAULLCAS
Phone (2Z41) Z Email wias @? A0S { Co

**All sponsors are required to provide a door prize*™ ONLY “30” VENDOR SPACES AVAILABLE

O Door prize:

Please select to sponsor one or more of the following:

[ Workshop / Training (Instructed by a representative from your organization)
Select one of the workshop options below:

D Financial Success for You & Your Families 0 Homebuyer Workshop

0 Legal Advice
O Family Law O Business Law
O Estate Planning 0O Other

0 Family Entertainment — KIDZ ZONE
Select one or more of the options below:

[0 Bounce House 0 Games 0 Crafts
O Music (Live or Broadcast) [ Other

O Youth Services

0 Summer Camp O After-school / Extended Day programs
O Tutoring / Literacy Services [] Library /Book Club [ Sports/ Athletics
0 Other '

U Health & Lifestyle
O Preventative Screenings 0O Parenting / Childhood Development
O Health Club / Nutritional Service 0O Other

0 Counseling and Social Services
O Mental/Behavioral Health O Family Therapy 0 Assistance Programs
O Other

U Hispanic/Latino Services h Entrepreneurship/Business Devglopment
[l Religious Organizations [ Food 0O Beverages MOther ﬂ; &Ry @ S@M@S W—

DEADLINE: Friday, APRIL 24 at noon. Late Submissions will not be accepted. l
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APRIL N
I:00AM- 4.00 PM

Valdosta-Lowndes County

1Y Habitat

Help your communityl

Contact;
Molly Roan
developmentdirector@valdosta

habitatorg
228-245-1330 x3l

(o

Volunteers Needed!!!

Valdosta-Lowndes County Habitat for Humanity and the City of Valdosta
need your help! We are doing windshield surveys for our Designated
Revitalization Areal These are so impartant for us to know what areas
need more focus!

On April il from 11 AM- 4PM we will host a training, feed volunteers,
and send them out to conduct the surveys from their car. We need

TEAMS of 3 with at least one refiable car- Please call Maily at 2239-
243-1330 x3! or developmentdirector@valdastahabitat.org for

more information or to sign up your group! First come first serve but

we need a lot of volunteers!

INGENTIVE: Everyone who participates will receive a $28 GIFT
CERTIFICATE along with lunch and snacks for the day!

Must be 18 or older to participate.

"
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Valdosia Celebrates Nationa Community Development Week - Valdosta CEQ

About Direct Connect Newsletter Contact  Sponsor g

News Features

Local Communities Albany Athens Aflanta Augusta Columbus Middle Georgia

l Video Direct Connect Dibert '

Home » Features » Apr 2015

Valdosta Celebrates National Community

Development Week
Staff Report From Valdosta CEQ
Monday, April 6th, 2015

The City of Valdosta will participate in the 2015 obsenance of National Community Developmant
Week, April 8-11, with a variety of events that highlight the city's Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program.

The CDBG program is a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Deveiopment {(HUD) program that
provides grants to states, cities, and counties to devise neighborhood approaches to improve the
physical, economic and soclal conditions in communities. Although the CDBG program across the
nation has been cut significantly in the past several years, the City of Valdosta's program remains a
valuable resource to its citizens and works to improve the overall condition of our city neighborhoods.

The foliowing is a list of events coordinated by the city’s Neighborhood Development Division to
observe National Community Development Week locally.

Monday - April 6: CDBG City-Wide Project Tour and Proclamation. The celebration in
Valdosta will kick off with Mayor John Gayle issuing a proclamation supporting the CDBG program,
which will be followed by a city-wide tour of some the projects funded through the CDBG.

Monday - April 6: Knowling Your Fair Housing Rights Workshop. WFN Consuiting, from
Marietta, Ga, will host a workshop for all interested citizens in the Valdosta City Hall Annex, Multi-
Purpose Room, from & to 8 p.m.

Tuesday — April 7: Knowing Your Fair Housing Rights Workshop. In an effort to attract more
citizens to important falr housing information, a repeat of the April 6 workshop will be held in the
Vaidosta City Hall Annex, Multi-Pumose Raom, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday — April 8: Valdosta Small Emerging Business (VSEB) Program Presents - Small
Businoss 101. In partnership with the Valdosta State University Small Business Dewelopment
Center, this free workshop for small business owners and potential small business owners will be
hefd in the Valdosta City Hall Annex, Multi-Purpose Room, from 8 &.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Thursday = April 9: Home Buyer Education 101. Hostad in partnarship with Habitat for
Humanity, this workshop will provide practical home-buying tips and resources for citizens interested
in purchasing a home. The class will meet in the Valdosta City Hall Annex, Multi-Purpose Room,
from 9 a.m. to noon.

Friday - April 10: Mad City Money. Fifth graders from Pinevale Elementary School will leam how
to utilize financiai resources for personal and community benefits.

Saturday - April 11: City Windshleld Housing Stock Survey. Completed in partnership with
wlunteers from Habitat for Humanity and Valdosta State University, this event will take place from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., starting and ending at the Valdasta City Hall Annex, Muiti-Purpose Room,

For more information about National Community Development Week and any of the events taking
place throughout the week, contact the City of Valdosta's Neighborhood Development Divsion at
(229) 871-3671.

., Emall Print Comments
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Got the Dally Valdosta CEO Briefing

The Valdosta CEQ Briefing isa daily email newsletter that
contains the day's top business news headlines and a
summary of each day's feature. Subscribe Today,

LOWER RATES ON LOANS.
HIGHER RATES OM CEPOSITS.

¢ ! Full day lours to Munlch & Ollobeded, Tow to
Nevichwonsisls Cashe. Holl day low of Innsbruck,
For more information, contact your local Chamber of
Commercs or GACCE at thulmer@®gacoe org

229.433.1000

sgmc.org
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City of Valdosta

munity Development Wee

April 6-11, 2015

% Community Development Block Grant Project Tour/Proclamation

<% Knowing Your Fair Housing Rights — WFN Consuiting, Marietta, GA
Valdosta City Hall Annex Multi-Purpose Room (6 pm — 8 pm}

L)

Tuesday - April 7, 2015

rosvecily Campalsn

% Knowing Your Fair Housing Rights — WFN Consulting, Marietta, GA "ot it

Valdosta City Hall Annex Multi-Purpose Room (9:00 am — 12:30 pm)

Wednesday - April 8. 2015

% Valdosta Small Emerging Business (VSEB) Program Presents - Small Business 101

With Valdosta State Small Business Development Center - Valdosta City Hall Annex
Multi-Purpose Room (9 am-12:30 pm)

= i[9 201

+* Home Buyer Education 101 — with Habitat for Humanity
Valdosta City Hall Annex Multi-Purpose Room (9 am - 12 pm)

Friday - April 10,2015

< Mad City Money - Pinevale Elementary School (5" Grade)

Saturday - April 11, 2015

*
0‘.

City Windshield Housing Stock Survey —~ Completed in Partnership with

Volunteers from Habitat for Humanity and Valdosta State University
Valdosta City Hall Annext Multi-Purpose Room {10 am — 4 pm)

Yy Habitat,
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Where: 300 N Lee Street
City Hall Anhnex—Multi Purpose Room
When: Monday, April 6, 2015
Time: 6 p.m.—8 p.m.
&
Tuesday, April 7, 2015

Speaker:
Mr. Nick Autorina, Pres. & CEQ

WEFN Consulting, LLC
Experts in Fair Housing
and Community Development

For More Information Contact: Neighborhood Development Division
at (229) 671-3617
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Helpful Information will be presented by
Ms. Lynn Bennett, Small Business Development
Center, Valdosta State University on how to plan
and form your small business}!

WHEN: Wednesday, April 8, 2015
WHERE: Valdosta City Hall Annex,
Multi-Purpose Room
TIME:  9am—1I12:30 pm

Please RSVP to the Neighborhood Development Division at (229) 671-3671
by April 7rd,
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VSEB Program
April 8, 2015
SIGN IN SHEET
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Y 1@\(\&\.&\’\!\}\'\“
Ch

annd

(‘\5%\‘1@%\\'\(\(3;(0\1\ 270232 -3 2 g

E L W=y Y
(et £60C €388 8T Grmoil. O

< ) QW

col—Qlh|uLn | kalld|ba]|—

zJé‘ n‘r'é’/‘?é’ 7L

s{wft mfow@wﬂm o




<>hUOmH.>

| > OQ E;_..oﬁ Limits

Are You Looking to Buy a Home??

When: Thursday, April 9, 2015
- .. Where: 300N Lee Street -
© City Hall Annex—Multipurpose Rm
Time: 9 a.m.—12 p.m.

This shortened version of the home buyer
workshops being
presented by the Valdosta/Lowndes
County Chapter of Habitat for
Humanity can assist with the
necessary information for citizens who
are looking to purchase a home.

S O o
Ny Habitat
CITY OF VALDOSTA PRESENTS:

HOME BUYER EDUCATION 101
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City of Valdosta, GA : News : National Community Development Week Page 1 of 1

Valdosta News

National Community Development Week
Posted Date: 3/20/2015

The City of Valdosta will participate in the 2015 observance of National Community Development Week, April 6-11,
with a variety of events that highlight the city’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.

The CDBG program is a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) program that provides grants
to states, cities, and counties to devise neighborhood approaches to improve the physical, economic and social
conditions in communities. Although the CDBG program across the nation has been cut significantly in the past
several years, the City of Valdosta’s program remains a valuable resource to its citizens and works to improve the
overall condition of our ¢ity neighborheods.

The following is a list of events coordinated by the ¢ity’s Neighborhood Development Division to observe National
Community Development Week locally.

Monday ~ April 6: CDBG City-Wide Project Tour and Proclamation. The celebration in Valdosta will kick
off with Mayor John Gayle issuing a proclamation supporting the CDBG program, which will be followed by 4 city-

wide tour of some the projects funded through the CDBG.

Monday - April 6: Knowing Your Fair Housing Rights Workshop. WFN Consulting, from Marietta, Ga,
will host a2 workshop for all interested citizens in the Valdosta City Hall Annex, Multi-Purpose Room, from 6 to 8
p.m.

Tuesday — April 7: Knowing Your Fair Housing Rights Workshop. In an effort to attract more citizens to
important fair housing information, a repeat of the April 6 workshop will be held in the Valdosta City Hall Annex,
Multi-Purpose Room, from ¢ a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday — April 8: Valdosta Small Emerging Business (VSEB) Program Presents - Small
Business 101. In partnership with the Valdosta State University Small Business Development Center, this free
workshop for small business owners and potential small business owners will be held in the Valdosta City Hall
Annex, Multi-Purpose Room, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. :

Thursday — April 9: Home Buyer Education 101. Hosted in partnership with Habitat for Humanity, this
workshop will provide practical home-buying tips and resources for citizens interested in purchasing a home. The
class will meet in the Valdosta City Hall Annex, Multi-Purpose Room, from g 2.m. to noon.

Friday — April 10: Mad City Money. Fifth graders from Pinevale Elementary School will learn how to utilize
financial resources for personal and community benefits.

Saturday - April 11: City Windshield Housing Stock Survey. Completed in partnership with volunteers
from Habitat for Humanity and Valdosta State University, this event will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p-m., starting
and ending at the Valdosta City Hail Annex, Multi-Purpose Room.

For more information about National Community Development Week and any of the events taking place
throughout the week, contact the City of Valdosta’s Neighborhood Development Division at (229) 671-3671.
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val.

|31 Million Americans §

have kidnay dssas,
Most don’tknow it.
Leading causes?

Diabetes.
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| __"on__m.m-a%m to Discuss

nn___s____._z Housing Issues

s The City of Valdosta's ZQ_n_..co_.zooa

%A Development Division, in conjunction
with Fair Housing Committee, will be
j] conducting three small discussion group
w4 meetings about neighborhood -housing

1 X504 T £~ conditions and barriers to equal housing

in Valdosta.

Interested residents need to nEMnE by calling Valdosta
State University at 228-293-6058. Each focus group will have
about 10-15 _umu.o__um_..ﬁ Participants are required to be resi-
dents of one of tha City’s 17 target :m.n:von._oonm in 50 Des-
_Q:Hon Revitalization Area (DRA).

The meetings will be held at three different times and locations:

=. Thursday, March mn_..#o..:mwo.omoa PM at the _so_.:__..a
wﬁq Baptist Church, Sm._ Iosa__ Road,

- Saturday, March 7th from 1:00 to 2:30 PM =t the River Street
Church of Christ, 619 River street; and

- w_mans March 7th from 4:00 to 5:30 PM at the Mount Cal-
<m.é wmtﬂ.,ﬂ 0::6? 505 m. Force Street.

The results of the focus group discussions will be _u_,ommsﬂcn to
‘. 3@ Valdosta O_Q Council later in the year. i

 The focus mB:v Smm.__..mm will be coordinated by the Center for

Applied Social Science Research at Valdosta State University.
Alternate forthats of transiation assistance will be made avail-
able upon request,
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Some members of Little Actor Theatre's UP team exhibit awards won in a recent theatrical

dean.poling@gafinews.com

Actors Theatre:rocked the
boat with itsnational com-
petition performance of
“Guys &Dolls” = -
LATs Unilimited Poten-
tial troupe traveled last
week to Disney World in
Orlando, Fla., to compete
in the Brightspark Travel

standing performance
awards, said Diane Tovar,
LAT president. -

- Gabrielle Bradford and
Chase Pope performed as a
duet. Pope also performed -
a solo. Bradford performed
a solo. Alexander Cope per-
formed a solo.

They performed “Guys
& Dolls Jr.,” a youth-adapt-
ed version of the famed

. meﬁﬁqggm,g
The group received a
trophy for overall excel- -
lence, )

awards. Aloura Barnas,
Church Barnas and Ava
Grace Bradford won out-

ed favorite musical num-
bers such as “Guys &

- Hvo__._.mv-. Rm.ou.%gm ) Q.u:‘ )

“Sit Down You're in’

the Boat,” and most no-

tably, “Luck Be a Lady”
“H was a wonderful ex-

. Valdosta &

. ;cqmnuz..__..m!.:m_q.m..m. 2015 -

T DEANPOLING | THE VALDOSTA DALY TIMES

3:35_859_»39:».

: Ummmbom.x Tovar said.

“One of the best moments
was when one of the

Judges said he counted 10

on the stage but we sound-

edlike100.”

During the past nine
months; LAT raised ap-
proximately $18,000 to at-
tend the competition.

"LAT has already decid-
ed to attend the competi-

- Frank Loesser, Jo Swerling .. ~tion again next year Yeung -
and Abe Burrows' musléal = n !
. 10e JE AdAptation iienid

r%’g (fH;r l.!!.uﬂm o g T LG
LAT has been dedicated

more than a decade to
shows for children by
children in the Valdosta .

A total of 18 peopleé trav-
eled to Orlando, breaking ‘

mow,‘

down to 10 .SEE perform-

‘ers and eight mnEﬁ.owmwma.

ones. - ‘ ,
“They left last Wednes- -

‘day and returned late Sun-

day night. The youngsters

returned to school the next |

morning, and LAT kept

rolling without EWmEm.m .

beat. Rehearsals resumed

-Monday afternoon for the

youth-adapted musical
“Hairspray Jr,” which
weekend. -

Katie Atkinson, Aloura

- Barnag, Church Barnas,

Ava Grace Bradford,
Gabrielle Bradford,
Alexander Cope, Lauren .
Greer, Chase Pope, Victoria

Sibley, Katie Smith.

. | erStreet Church of Christ, located at 619 River Stregt; - -

- riences with us, so the city may consider ways H.o%

; 1d - |- - ‘Fhefosus group méstings will be coordinated by’ !
Tedtn mémbers: | . the Center for Applied Social Science Research atVali”

. pre-register by calling VSU at (229) 283-6058.

.Emmﬂg%gmwga.kﬁmgmogmﬁoﬂ e
- assistance will be made available upon request. Mﬁ? i

G
Neighborhood Development Division at (229) 6713617 >
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'VALDOSTA — The City of Valdosta Neighbor- To S

. hood Development Division, along with the Fair Hotja:' (%

ing Committee, will utilize three focus groups 8%&%& !
dress neighborhood housing conditions and Uommwz.mr%. .ﬂ
barriers to equal housing in Valdosta, The focus PRGN

groups will meet at the following times and locations® R..u

__+ Thursday, March 5, from 6:30 to 8 pm., at the 7 ¢.<>

"Morning Star Baptist Church, located at-1051 IQSQHM.MW&

HHSQ.“ . ) . . e v&
_  Saturday March 7, from 1 to 230 pam., at the RivjsJas)

e mﬁE.amx !Bdw ﬂ from 4 to 5:30 p.m., at the . v_..m.m
Mount Calvary Baptist Church, located at 505 E. mdwo.m_..ma. {
Street. Ny

.“We want residents to share their views and expe:, .-

¥

Each focus group will have about 10-15 partici. ey
pants, who are required to be residents of one of thg'" ")
<ity’s 17 neighborhoods in the Designated Revitaliza- .-

dosta State University. Interested residents need to
The results of the focus group meetings are ex-
pected to'be presented to the Valdosta City ooﬁ_n__ 3

additional information, citizens may contact the cityk®

* Focus groups to &%%F -
| city housing o%o_éimﬁm%
| =

- Little Actors Theatre
achieves national recognition
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Valdosta News

Facus Groups Discuss City Housing Opportunities
Posted Date: 2/25/2015

The City of Valdosta Neighborhood Development Division, along with the Fair Housing Committee, will utilize
three focus groups to address neighborhood housing conditions and possible barriers to equal housing in Valdosta.
The foeus groups will meet at the following times and locations:

¢ Thursday, March 5, from 6:30 to 8 p.m., at the Morning Star Baptist Church, located at 1051 Howell Road;
& Saturday, March 7, from 1 to 2:30 p.m,, at the River Street Church of Christ, located at 616 River Street; and
& Saturday, March 7, from 4 to 5:30 p.m., at the Mount Calvary Baptist Church, located at 505 E. Force Street,

“We want residents to share their views and experiences with us, so the city may consider ways to overcome
barriers that may exist here in Valdosta,” said Pastor David Adams, Fair Housing Committee Vice Chair.

Each focus group will have about 10-15 participants, who are required to be residents of one of the city's 17
neighborhoods in the Designated Revitalization Area (DRA).

The focus group meetings will be coordinated by the Center for Applied Social Science Research at Valdosta State
University, Interested residents need to pre-register by calling VSU at (229) 293-6058.

The results of the focus group meetings are expected to be presented to the Valdosta City Council by the end of May
2015. Alternate formats or translation assistance will be made available upon request. For additional irformation,
citizens may contact the city's Neighborhood Development Divigion at (22¢) 671-3617.
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Vanassa Flucas

I
From: kelly strozier [kellyvsu@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2015 11:15 PM
To: katherine arce@dca.ga.gov
Cc: Vanassa Flucas
Subject: Homeless Count Stories
Katherine,

Thank you for the cpportunity to participate in this year's homeless count. We had three
great stories from the Lowndes County count.

First, a representative, Kellie Thomason, of the Behavioral Health Services of South Georgia
's PATH program accompanied Matt McMurray of Lowndes Associated Ministries to People (LAMP)
in conducting the street outreach portion of the homeless count. The program is fairly new
and stands for Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness. It was the first time
a PATH representative had the oppertunity to visit the campsites and is now coordinating
their supportive services to assist this unsheltered population.

Secondly, several Valdosta State University sociology students voiced a concern in reference
to providing some form of community resource guide to the homeless who were interviewed and
surveyed. Our Family Connections Executive Director, Seth Brown is in the process of
collaborating with Dr.Stephanie Gonzalez-Guittar of Valdosta State University's Sociology
Department to update their resource manual of community service providers and distribute at

future homeless counts.

Lastly, with monetary donations and the $1000 grant from DCA, we were able to provide every
homeless person who completed a survey and some who did not, with a blanket and gift card to
a local restaurant located in the city's Designated Revitalization Area.

This year's count was truly a win-winl!!

Best Regards,

Kelly Strozier
2015 Lowndes County Homeless Count Coordinator
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Soldiers nnwou& to the deafening din of battle have
. little defense against hearing loss, and are often reluctant to
wear protective gear like ear plugs that could make them less
able to react to danger. But what if a-nutritious daily *candy
bar” nou_m prevent much of that ptential damage to their

Focus Groups to Discuss
{ Community Housing Issues

.ﬂaaﬁv The City of Valdosta's Neighborhood
S el .v/a Development Division, in conjunction

: : In a study in animals, University of Michigan
Direct - . ] researchers report that a combination of high doses of -
Yt NES P LN meetings about neighborhood housing | B mation . ‘vitamins A, C, and E and magnesium, taken one hour before

! .m..r. t\%‘ ) 8:&&03575@35@9..&:9@6 m.— cmm . P : noﬁn@&:ﬂganoé&ﬁmunnngﬁnmgnu:ou
” : : e . . mqnmnwm..ﬁh,\gnmonnﬁnnvguﬂnw permanent engine
at take-off at close range. The nutrients effectively blocked -

_:—m% ..w&ao_.a.m need to pre-reglster 3 ..o&_mzn <m_aoaﬂ u.g .HN.-.., m_n .—.—.ﬂg NN@:&.&.W-W@P@ | one major factor in hearing loss after noise trauma-- inner ear
State University at 229-293-8058. Each focus group will have -} damage cansed by éxcessive free —.mh—-hw_soﬂﬁq :

about 10-15 participants. Participants are required to be resi- - .
dents of one of the City’s 17 target neighborhoods in the Des- m ARLY VOT i AR N The formation the researchers used built on sarlier
ignated Revitalization Area (DRA). ; . MAN?—”O szmc.”m -H.w animal studies showing that singfe antioxidant vitamins
. T RR - were somewhat effective in preventing hearing loss, and on
The Bmgzam will be held at three ni a:..om w:n _oan * ’ studies of Israeli soldiers given magnesium many days prior to
. . . : who mB:& relatively mEsm protective effects.
'+ Thursday, March 5th from 6:30 1o 8:00 PM at the zoa.é_ : . - exposure, :
Star Baptet Church, 1051 Howell Road; - Elections Ommmna. 808 N Oak St, Valdosta | ‘
. . : B | In the study, noise-induced hearing loss was
+ Saturday, March 7t from 1:00 to 2:30 _uzasmmzﬂ Street Monday, Feb 23 - Friday, Feb27 = 8am.-5pm. measured in guinea pigs treated with the antioxidant
- Church of Christ, 619 River street; and S o : , vitaming A, C and E; magniesitun alone; an ACE: Esmngca
Monday, Mar 2 - Friday Mar 6 . 8am.-5pm. combination; or 4 placebo. The treatments began one hour
- Saturday, March 7th from 4:00 to 5:30 PM at the mount cat- | | day, Ay vare oepm before a five-hour exposure to 120 decibel(dB) sound pressure
vary Baptist Church, 505 E. Force Strest. - ‘ .Zo:&n% gﬂHW mﬂggﬁ_w . 7am.-7pm. level noise. and continued once daily for five days. The group -

r given the combined treatments of vitamins A, C and E and -
If you would like an absentee ballot EE&SE;Q: { | magnesium showed significantly less noise-induced hearing
 the elections oEnn_ at Anu.wv 671-2850. loss than all of the other groups
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The focus group mestings will be coordinated by the Center for | - . 1 Brought To You As A Public Service by
Appiied Social Science Research at Vaidosta State. University. On the LAST DAY TO <o§q€&& March 17, 2015, Valdosta Hearing Aid Center
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'Valdosta |

Housing
Authority

The Valdosta Housing Authority is
hosting a Section 3 Regulatory training
for all contractors wishing to do business
with them. Learn how Section 3 impacts
your company!

Training facilitated by: [g

January 28, 2015 at 2:00 PM

Hudson Dockett Community Center
807 5. FRY STREET, VALDOSTA GA 31601

Topics Include:
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Valdosta News

Valdosta Coordinates Homeless Count
Posted Date: 1/16/2015

The City of Valdosta's Neighhorhood Development Division is coordinating the 2015 Georgia Homeless Count for
Valdosta and Lowndes County, part of a statewide effort through the Georgia Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) to determine the number of homelegs families and individuals in Georgia.

The data for the 2015 Georgia Homeless Count will specifically focus on people’s housing status on the night of
Monday, Jan. 26, and data collection will continue through Feb. 3.

The city will be working with the following local non-profit and social service organizations to provide the DCA with
information regarding the Valdosta/Lowndes County count: Salvation Army, Lowndes Associated Ministries to
People (LAMP), Valdosta City School System, Telemon, Behavioral Health Services, The Haven, Coastal Plains,
Department of Labor, Veterans Affairs, Valdosta State University, and the South Georgia Partnership to End
Homelessness.

The 2015 Georgia Homeless Count and the availability of homeless information by county is part of DCA’s
responsibilities for the Balance of State Continuum of Care plan under the federal McKinney-Vento programs.

Local citizens may velunteer for the count; however, they must undergo some screening and training prior to the
event. Citizens may also participate by providing or collecting donated items—such as travel-sized toiletries or cold-
weather items—for care packages that will be delivered to the homeless on Jan. 26.

For additional information, contact the City of Valdosta Neighborhood Development Division at (22¢) 671-3617.
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Vanassa Flucas

N
From: Molly Roan [developmentdirector@valdostahabitat.org]
Sent: Monday, January 12, 2015 10:36 AM
To: Vanassa Fiucas
Subject: 5-year consolidated plan
Hey Vanassa!

I'm thinking we could get our current homeowners to fill out thé survey if itis in a hard copy! Do you think you could
print out some copies that we can put in the front office and maybe the ReStore? I've posted the link to our facebook as
wellll

Let me know when you want to get together about the surveys. We have students coming in March for Collegiate
Chalienge- they will probably not have many cars but | can find that out and possibly pair them with the campus chapter
so they can work together|

Thank youl!

FRI B e

Proud to be a United Way agency.

Valdosta-Lowndes County Habitat for Humanity
2010 E Cypress Street

Valdosta, GA 31601

(229) 245-1330, Ext. 31

(229) 245-1339 (Fax)

Decent housing saves lives. It rekindles hope, and roots families and communities. In decent housing, the walls are strong
and the roof is secure—and the family inside focuses more on thriving than on surviving. Thank you for allowing us to
help more families!



Vanassa Flucas

From: Andrea Schruijer [aschruijer@buildlowndes.com]
Sent: Monday, January 12, 2015 10:39 AM

To: Vanassa Flucas

Subject: Neighborhood

Good morning Vanassa,

Thank you for inviting me to the consolidated neighborhood planning meeting. Please forward me the link to the survey
and | will make sure we post it on our site and via social media.

Thank you,

Andrea Schruijer

Executive Director

Valdosta-Lowndes County Development Authority
Direct Dial: (229) 316-2821

Mobile: (229) 300-3179

Email: aschruijer@buildlowndes.com

www.buildlowndes.com




