
 
 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE VALDOSTA CITY COUNCIL 

5:30 P.M., THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2020 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
 
 Mayor Scott James Matheson called the regular meeting of the Valdosta City Council to order at 5:30 p.m.  
Council members present were:  Joseph “Sonny” Vickers, Tim Carroll, Ben Norton, Sandra Tooley, Eric Howard, 
Andy Gibbs, and Vivian Miller-Cody.  The invocation was given by Pastor Mike Wells, New Covenant Church, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES             
        
 The minutes of the August 6, 2020 Regular Meeting were approved by unanimous consent (7-0) of the 
Council. 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS       
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2020-7, A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AND ACCEPT THE CORONAVIRUS 
AID, RELIEF, AND ECONOMIC SECURITY (CARES) ACT GRANT FUNDING FROM THE U. S. 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

Consideration of a Resolution to authorize and accept the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act Grant Funding from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
 
 Vanassa Flucas, Neighborhood Development & Community Protection Manager, stated that in response to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic in the United States, President Donald Trump signed into law the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act in March, 2020.  In this Act, additional funding has been set aside to 
give directly to Governmental Departments, such as the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), to aid in the response and prevention of the spread of the coronavirus.  States, cities, and entitlement 
communities have been given additional funding in the form of a Grant to assist with eligible activities to address 
the local Pandemic response.  The City of Valdosta is a HUD Entitlement Community and has been allocated 
$387,715 in funding to help aid our community's fight against COVID-19 in April, 2020.  Many of our citizens 
have suffered job and financial losses due to governmental shut-downs in response to COVID-19.  At the August 6, 
2020 City Council Meeting, Council unanimously approved a request to assist City of Valdosta residents with their 
utility bills by utilizing a temporary Utility Grant Program from the 2020 Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG-CV) funding.  Council also authorized Staff to complete the necessary compliance activities to access this 
funding from HUD.  This assistance will only be available for those residents in the City of Valdosta and can only 
be used for utility bills with the City of Valdosta, Georgia Power, or Colquitt Electric.  Payment credits from the 
Grant Program will only be made to those who apply for the Grant Program, are income eligible, or those who can 
prove an income loss due to the COVID-19 Pandemic and were current with their utility bills up until March 1, 
2020.  Staff has completed the following HUD compliance activities to access this funding, which included a 
required virtual Public Hearing for the community and opened up a five-day public comment period for the 
proposed Program.  A Resolution has been prepared which authorizes the Mayor to execute the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund (CRF) Terms and Conditions Agreement and accept the Grant Funding.  Vanassa Flucas, Neighborhood 
Development & Community Protection Manager, recommended that Council approve the Resolution for CRF 
Terms and Conditions Agreement and accept the Grant Funding. 
 

A MOTION by Councilman Norton, seconded by Councilman Vickers, was unanimously adopted (7-0) to 
enact Resolution No. 2020-7, a Resolution to authorize and accept the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act Grant Funding from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the 
complete text of which will be found in Resolution Book VI. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-8, A RESOLUTION TO REQUEST GRANT     08/20/20 CONTINUED 
FUNDING FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA  CORONAVIRUS 
AID, RELIEF, AND ECONOMIC SERCURITY (CARES) FUND 
 

Consideration of a Resolution to request Grant Funding from the State of Georgia Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Fund. 

 
Chuck Dinkins, Finance Director, stated that the Coronavirus Pandemic has impacted local governments 

across Georgia and across the country.  Government at the Federal, State, and local levels have struggled to respond 
to these effects and mitigate their impact on their citizens.  The Federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act of 2020 (CARES) provides Grants to States and large local governments to mitigate the effects of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic.  The State of Georgia has established a Fund to allocate a portion of this Grant to local 
governments who have incurred CARES eligible expenses.  The City of Valdosta has incurred expenses eligible for 
reimbursement from the Fund and has received an advance of $886,618 representing 30% of its calculated 
allotment pending documentation of expenses.  In order to formally request the aforementioned advance, as well as 
the remainder of the allotment, the City must authorize a representative to certify that Valdosta has the legal 
authority to request the Funds and that it shall comply with all requirements of the Grant Agreement.  The Grant 
requires no local match and does not obligate the City to future expenditures.  Chuck Dinkins, Finance Director, 
recommended that Council approve the Resolution authorizing the City to request the Funds allocated to it in the 
Fund.  Councilman Vickers inquired as to how the funds will be used.  Chuck Dinkins stated that the funding will 
be used for reimbursement of expenditures in the public safety arena.  Certain public safety salaries (not 
administrative) are eligible for reimbursement under the Grant.  The expenses that we have applied for 
reimbursement are the two payrolls from March 9, 2020 to April 5, 2020 for the first 30%.  Then the April 6, 2020 
to June 14, 2020 payrolls will be in the next 70% funding.  It will be used to reimburse the City for those 
expenditures which occurred in FY 20.  Councilman Vickers stated that we will have a savings in that Department.  
Chuck Dinkins stated that it would effectively reduce the cost of those salaries to the City.  Councilwoman Miller-
Cody inquired as to whether the money that was already set aside in the Budget for the Police Department was 
coming back to us.  She also inquired as to whether they would be getting a raise or funding two times.  Chuck 
Dinkins stated no.  Councilwoman Miller-Cody stated that they have set money aside for them in the Budget.  
Chuck Dinkins stated that the raise they were talking about was a separate issue.  This is to reimburse the City and 
not individual Police Officers.  Councilwoman Miller-Cody stated that this money would not go directly to Police 
Officers.  Chuck Dinkins stated that it would go to the City of Valdosta and it will not change any Police Officer’s 
salary.  Councilwoman Tooley inquired as to whether they could have an example of one thing that it would go 
toward reimbursing the City for.  Chuck Dinkins stated that it would go toward reimbursement of expenditures that 
we incurred in FY 20 and the public safety salaries are eligible which was also the recommendation of the Georgia 
Municipal Association (GMA) to claim those first.  That is something that is already out there as an acceptable 
expense so there was no controversy.  Mark Barber, City Manager, stated that GMA and ACCG have been working 
together to try and get this funding for local governments because we were not included when it was passed down.  
Governor Kemp has agreed and the max that can be transferred to local governments is 45% of the State of 
Georgia’s allocation.  That is what we are seeing now.  It happened very quickly and we only have ten days to turn 
this around because if we do not spend all of the $2.9 million by August 31, 2020, then we will have to return it.  
We do not have time for other acceptable projects such as what we are doing with the CDBG Utility Program.  
GMA is saying for communities like Valdosta that have large Public Safety Departments, we have to spend the 
money and receive the service of product by August 31, 2020.  We cannot use this money to enhance our current 
Budget or as a replacement of revenue.  They are simply reimbursing the City for those costs.  We did budget 
money, but we did not budget it expecting a pandemic.  They changed the ruling to say that we can claim public 
safety.  He was on a GMA webinar today and they do feel that there will be a Round 2 and a Round 3.  Those will 
probably be at 35% funding rate for local governments instead of 45%.  When that happens, we will have time for 
us to explore other projects that we may want to do and that are eligible expenses through the CRF and CARES 
Funding.  In order to meet the requirements of Round 1, we have to think of the expenses that have already been 
incurred that can be documented and get it in for approval.  Councilwoman Miller-Cody stated that she just wanted 
one item that the funds would be used for.  Mark Barber, City Manager, stated that it is not for a single item and it 
is a reimbursement to the City of Valdosta for our entire public safety costs from March 1, 2020.  The money will 
go into the General Fund as a revenue item.  They have made it clear that we cannot consider this any type of 
enhancement or revenue loss or replacement of anything like that.  They are just reimbursing us for the public 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-8 (CON’T)         08/20/20 CONTINUED 
 

safety cost, and it will go into the General Fund to relieve some of the cost that the General Fund has borne because 
of the Pandemic.  Councilwoman Tooley stated that due to the Pandemic we did not have money budgeted for 
masks or protective equipment for our Staff, so we had to use money from the General Fund for those costs.  Now, 
the money that we have received will be used to reimburse the City.  Mark Barber stated that the majority of our 
personnel already had   an inventory of masks and things like that.  Anything that we have had to do past that time 
is an eligible expense.  Another example for Round 2 funding, would be to purchase another vehicle in order to 
break up people riding together in a single vehicle. 
 

A MOTION by Councilman Carroll, seconded by Councilman Norton, was unanimously adopted (7-0) to 
enact Resolution No. 2020-8, a Resolution to request Grant Funding from the State of Georgia Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Fund, the complete text of which will be found in Resolution Book VI. 
 
BIDS, CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND EXPENDITURES 
 

Consideration of bids for the purchase of a new Backhoe for the Engineering Department (Bid No. 04-20-
21). 
 
 Pat Collins, City Engineer, stated that the Street Maintenance Division of the Engineering Department has a 
backhoe that needs to be bought back by the original dealer before the five-year period is exceeded.  This must be 
done to take advantage of the government five-year Buy-Back Program which allows the City to be equipped with 
modern equipment.  The bid is done in such a way that the new machine will be bought back after five years which 
means the net price is used in determining the winning bidder.  The Buy-Back Program allows the City to operate 
current model machinery with a full, five-year warranty.  The funds for this purchase are in the current fiscal year 
Council approved Budget.  Sealed bids were received on August 11, 2020.  The low bid submitted by Tidewater in 
the amount of $95,000 did not meet the specifications because the engine was too small.  The second lowest bid 
was submitted by Flint Equipment in the amount of $103,500.  The net price offered by Flint Equipment is $4,211 
more than the machine we purchased last year which is a very modest increase.  Pat Collins, City Engineer, 
recommended that Council approve bid submitted by Flint Equipment in the amount of $103,500.00 with a 
guaranteed buy-back in the amount of $45,000.  The net price will be $58,500. 
 

A MOTION by Councilman Norton, seconded by Councilman Carroll, was unanimously adopted (7-0) to 
approve bid submitted by Flint Equipment in the amount of $103,500 for the purchase of a new Backhoe for the 
Engineering Department. 
 
LOCAL FUNDING AND REQUESTS 
 

Consideration of a request to approve the Employee Benefits Broker Services for Health & Welfare 
Benefits for the City of Valdosta. 
 
Catherine Ammons, Human Resources Director, stated that this bid process was conducted for the City of 
Valdosta’s Employee Benefits Broker Services for Health & Welfare Benefits Plan.  It is a three-year contract with 
two, one-year renewal options.  Sealed RFQ’s were received from nine eligible participating vendors for the 
Employee Benefits Broker Services for Health & Welfare Benefits Plan.  After a review of participating vendors, 
three vendors were invited to conduct presentations to the Selection Committee, which was comprised of the City 
Manager, the Human Resources Director, the Finance Director, the Senior Human Resource Manager, and  City 
Council member Tim Carroll, who was previously appointed by the Mayor.  The selected vendors were forwarded a 
group of questions in which to respond to assist the Committee in making a final decision for recommendation.  
Upon review of responses to the questions, deliberation upon the response to the original RFQ, and the interviews 
with the firms, the Committee recommended the vendor One Digital. One Digital has recommended innovative 
programs and solutions that have significant cost savings to the City, as well as their commitment in being a strong 
partner in helping us make changes and enhance the employee experience.  This is a national company with solid 
credentials and a demonstrated commitment to meet the needs of the City.  They are current working with the cities 
of Kennesaw, Roswell, and Americus.  Catherine Ammons, Human Resources Director, recommended that Council 
approve One Digital for the Employee Benefits Broker Services for Health & Welfare Benefits Plan.  Councilman 
Vickers inquired as to what services the broker does for the City.  Catherine Ammons stated that we are not 
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LOCAL FUNDING AND REQUESTS (CON’T)       08/20/20 CONTINUED 
 
changing our insurance carriers or raising any premiums for our employees and the broker service helps to 
negotiate better prices with the insurance companies for pharmaceutical contracts and other things. 

 
A MOTION by Councilwoman Miller-Cody, seconded by Councilwoman Tooley, was unanimously 

adopted (7-0) to approve One Digital for the Employee Benefits Broker Services for Health & Welfare Benefits for 
the City of Valdosta. 

 
Consideration of a request to approve the emergency repairs made on Country Club Drive due to a 

structural manhole failure.  
 
Darryl Muse, Utilities Director, stated that on June 9, 2020, a structural failure occurred at Manhole 

Number W0439 near the intersection of Country Club Drive and Williamsburg Drive.  The top three sections of the 
manhole, as well as the road base slid approximately five feet from their point of origin.  The flow of underground 
and above ground water led to the destabilization of soils in the area. Ultimately, the failure lead to a road closure 
of Country Club Drive, as well as an emergency repair of the sewer manhole, Cured In Place (CIPP) lining of the 
existing 15-inch pipe, removal, and replacement of a residential noise reduction barrier, excavation and 
compaction, and resurfacing of the roadway.  To expedite repairs, a local contractor working in the area was asked 
to assist the City with the repair. The project began on June 9, 2020 and was substantially complete on June 26, 
2020.  This Agenda Item is submitted to provide details of the repair, as well as to authorize payment to RPI 
Underground, Inc. in the amount of $314,221.36 for the emergency repairs.  Darryl Muse, Utilities Director, 
recommended that Council approve the request to authorize payment to RPI Underground, Inc. in the amount of 
$314,221.36 for the emergency repairs on Country Club Drive.   

 
Councilwoman Tooley inquired as to how far away the contractor was from the emergency on Country 

Club.  Darryl Muse, Utilities Director, stated that he arrived at the site at 5:30 p.m. and they were near the area and 
arrived on site 30 minutes later.  They were finishing up another project in the area and already had the large 
equipment in town.  Councilwoman Tooley stated that we have had emergency repairs in the past and inquired as to 
the name of the other companies were that we used.  Darryl Muse stated that we typically contact a company that is 
here in Valdosta such as Standard Contractors, JWA, or RPI.  Councilwoman Tooley inquired as to whether we 
have used any other company besides RPI recently.  Darryl Muse stated that they had JWA finish a project on 
Gornto Road approximately two weeks ago and they also did an emergency repair on Iola Drive.  Standard 
Contractors also just finished a planned project at the Water Treatment Plant on Guest Road.  Councilman Howard 
inquired as to whether this property was annexed in the City.  Darryl Muse stated that this property was an original 
part of the City of Valdosta.  They also had to remove a retaining wall so that they could get the equipment in there 
to complete the work.  They met with the Homeowners Association several times to make sure they were in the 
loop and they picked out the brick for that portion of the retaining wall. 
 

A MOTION was made by Councilman Carroll to approve a request for emergency repairs made on 
Country Club Drive due to a structural manhole failure.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Norton.  The 
motion was adopted (6-1) with Councilwoman Tooley voting in opposition. 

 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD  
          
 Gracie Bacon, 708 Holly Drive, stated that she has been before Council many times talking about the 
situation on her street with property located at 710 Holly Drive.  This person has now taken three houses and is now 
putting cars at each of them.  He is also selling drugs, has prostitutes, and is letting people use the rest room in the 
street.  There are people out at all hours of the night, and he is bringing in bus loads of immigrants.  You all will not 
do anything, and this is nothing but racism.  If this was any other street in Valdosta, you all would not allow three 
houses on one street to be like this.  She has called the Police and has talked to the City Marshal.  She asked them to 
come on down.  People are lined up ready to buy drugs.  They are coming in on bicycles, big fancy cars, and trucks 
from Florida.  Everything is going on, but will Valdosta come?  No, they will not.  The City Marshal has said they 
cannot do anything because you do not have an Ordinance.  The Police Department is not the only one messed up.  
Our community is messed up because you all will not do anything because they are black.  She does not understand 
how the black Council Members can sit here and allow this to go on.  She has called Teresa Turner, the Valdosta 
Daily Times, and the Chief of Police.  She spoke with a Commander last week and she is going to get back with 
Chief Manahan before the end of this week.  Last week she did not call and this week she has not called.  You all 
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CITIZENS TO BE HEARD (CON’T)         08/20/20 CONTINUED 
 
tell me why is it that you want your wives and daughters safe, but she is not safe.  He is making drugs in his 
backyard because they can smell it all night long.  He is setting off the alarm system because he has all these lights 
and motorcycles going up and down the street.  Where are the Police Officers?  They are doing it and he is 
supposed to go to Court next month but is has gotten worse.  What is the City Council doing for black people?  You 
all do not care about black people.  Mayor Matheson stated that we will follow up and Ms. Bacon has his promise.  
Ms. Bacon stated no you will not.  Councilman Howard inquired about the Police and City Marshals coming out 
there when she called and if they did anything.  Mayor Matheson stated that they would need to follow up on this at 
a later date.  Ms. Bacon stated that she has called the Police and the City Marshals.  She has called everybody and 
no one will talk.  A Police Officer does not even ride down her street at all.  Councilman Howard stated that 
something needs to be done.  Mayor Matheson stated that he agreed with Councilman Howard.  Councilman 
Vickers stated that Ms. Bacon has been here about seven times over the years.  We have issues with some areas and 
citizens complain and then Council complains to the City Manager, but it seems like their hands are tied.  He does 
not understand it and sympathizes with Ms. Bacon.   
 
 John Robinson, 3227 San Juline Circle, Lake Park, stated that he works with The People’s Tribunal and 
Associate Pastor of the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church.  You have just heard the real hard-core truth of the 
problems that exist here in Lowndes County and the City of Valdosta.  Ms. Bacon is telling the truth.  What will 
you do about the problems Ms. Bacon is describing in the community?  He believes that the City has a plan for the 
revitalization of the infrastructure of the traditional black community and the economic oppression that creates 
these problems that Ms. Bacon is referring to because they do not have any money on the south side of town.  We 
need to get some funding flowing through the south side.  They tried to work with the Valdosta Small Emerging 
Business (VSEB) Program, but there is not enough emphasis put on it from you guys to make the thing really work.  
The bottom line is that we have got to put some effort in it to make some changes.  If you change the environment, 
then you change the people.  You cannot change the environment when the community is broke.  The traditional 
black community is broke.  We do not have any entrepreneurs that are really thriving like they thrive on the north 
side of town.  That needs to be looked into and you need to do something.  He believes that it is economically 
stimulated and based upon oppression and it creates all of these unusual activities.  If you change the environment, 
then you will change the people and you will see a difference in the changes.  He is trying to work with the VSEB 
Program and has a contractor who is trying to become certified right now.  One of the problems that they have 
found is that when you become a vendor for the City of Valdosta it is a one pager; however, when you sign up for 
VSEB, it is two to three inches of paperwork.  It is not considered as a set aside for black businesses because he 
was told by someone at the Lowndes County Commission that there would not be anything set aside.  Something 
needs to be done to help change and stimulate the growth and progression of things in our community. 
 
 Eddie Tooley, 704 East Cumming Street, stated that he wanted to discuss a problem with the corner of John 
Street and Griffin Avenue.  The street is a small street and the family that moved there now keeps the street blocked 
where you can hardly get in or out.  He spoke with the family and for a couple of days they backed off the street; 
however, the third day they were back on the street.  He went by there and took some pictures and the lady who 
lives there asked him why he was taking pictures so he told her.  She told him to tell the City to widen the street.  
Mr. Tooley stated that he would like for some signs to be placed on the street so they will stop blocking it.  The 
street is not that wide, and they have a car that parks in front of the house half-way in the street.  They also had a 
SUV that parked on the other side of the street.  Councilman Vickers stated that there are three houses back in there 
and inquired as to whether it was the house on the corner.  Mr. Tooley stated that was correct. 
 
 George Boston Rhynes, 5004 Oak Drive, stated that when we enter this building, we see two flags.  One 
represents the nation’s leader, President Donald Trump, and the other one represents the State’s leader, Governor 
Brian P. Kemp.  We are home to Moody Air Force Base.  The woman who spoke earlier said she has been before 
Council seven times and he has addressed this for the past five years.  There is no State flag flying on the Rainwater 
Conference Center, the VA Clinic, the Parks and Recreation Building on Forrest Street, the City Hall Annex 
Building, the Museum, and many others.  It is a disgrace before God and man that we cannot honor those who put 
their life on the line for this country.  As a Veteran, he is extremely offended by the elected officials in both the 
City and County to let this disgraceful act go on.  He is displeased with the Wing Commander at Moody Air Force 
Base, the Base Commander, and the Squadron Commanders who sit here and allow this disgrace to take place.  Go 
to Quitman, go to Adel, go to Brunswick, go to Bainbridge, go to Tallahassee, Florida, or go to Omaha, Nebraska 
and you will see State flags honoring the members of the National Guard Armory and our reserve forces.  He has 
been doing this for almost five years and he has approximately 400 videos up about Valdosta disrespecting our sons 
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and daughters who put their life on the line.  He did a live video yesterday on Facebook and he is prepared to do 
5,000 videos because when you put the uniform on like he did for 20 years that is not a game.  You put your life on 
the line.  There a lot of people who say there is no racism in Valdosta.  You heard what the lady said and you heard 
what John Robinson said.  Historic records say the same thing. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Mark Barber, City Manager, stated that there was no City Manager report tonight. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS            
 

Councilwoman Tooley stated that she agreed with Ms. Bacon about being here before Council.  She has 
gone to Holly Drive and there are cars up on bricks and motorcycles.  One guy told her if she came into his yard he 
would shoot her.  The Police Officers have gone by there, but she did not know how often.  They have been asked 
to do whatever they can do about the situation.  She suggested that Ms. Bacon take pictures and get tag numbers 
when those people are over there.  It is a nuisance and maybe they can take some type of legal action.  She has seen 
people in the street at night, but she could not see what they were doing.  Nobody was doing anything wrong that 
she could see so you cannot make them not be there because they were adults.  There are more vehicles on that lot 
that she feels should not be there.  She does not know how to make them get the vehicles off the street.  Sometimes 
the City Marshals will give citation for vehicles being parked in one spot for a long period of time.  She has seen 
grass grown up around all of those cars too.  Council has tried to help with the situation.  It is not that they do not 
care and that they are not trying, but she does not know what all they can legally do.  They cannot just go there with 
a tow truck and pull it off the lot.  Their hands are tied in some ways, but they are trying.  She knows Ms. Bacon 
has come before the Council for several years, but they are going to keep working on the situation.  Councilwoman 
Tooley stated that it may take a little time and asked Ms. Bacon not to think that they do not care and that they are 
not trying to do anything. 
 
 Councilman Vickers stated that they created Citizens to be Heard and when they said that they will get 
back with the citizen that does not mean that Council cannot have a conversation with them; however, they do not 
want any debate.  As far as Council Members making a comment, that is permitted.  They get frustrated because 
they have the same problems in the same neighborhoods with the same people and it is up to the Mayor and 
Council approving whatever the Administration brings to them.  The Administration needs to develop some rules.  
The City Marshals no more authority than to write someone a ticket.  Something needs to be done in these three or 
four areas that citizens keep complaining about.  The citizens are saying that if it was in some other neighborhood it 
would be taken care of, but it seems that in other neighborhoods nothing is being done.  That is the perception and 
they need to address it.  Citizens do not need to be doing investigations because that is why we have Investigators 
in the City.  Mayor Matheson stated that he agreed.  He is the new guy and he will take on the project.  He made 
Ms. Bacon a promise. 
  

Councilman Howard stated that he thought there was an Ordinance already in place and we just need to 
enforce it.  It is not that the Council does not care but they just have to find a solution to the problem.  As far as the 
development for the south side of town, there is only so much that the City government can do.  They can make it 
attractive for businesses to come in, but they cannot make them purchase the property and develop it.  That is not 
why they are here.  They need to present the problem and help people to understand the opportunity zones and tax 
breaks.  It is up to each individual business to determine where they want to spend their money. This is not a race 
issue when it comes to that.  They can present it, make it pretty, but just like fishing, if they don’t bite the hook 
there is nothing they can do.  Councilman Howard stated that he had also asked the Mayor and City Manager if 
they could bring the Mask Ordinance up for discussion at the next City Council Meeting.  Mayor Matheson stated 
that they could put it on the Special Called City Council Meeting which is scheduled for August 26, 2020. 

 
Councilwoman Tooley stated that she asked earlier about having people wear masks in public.  Mark Barber, City 
Manager, stated that Councilwoman Tooley had asked about having an Agenda Item for people to wear masks in 
public buildings.  Councilwoman Tooley stated that she had received some backlash and was told she could not do 
it.  Mark Barber stated that he told Councilwoman Tooley that they had already done that when we re-opened the 
public buildings and masks were required to be worn.  He did say if you wanted to do that City-wide outside of the 
City’s public buildings, then it would have to be an Agenda Item.  Three or four days after they had that E-mail 
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exchange, the rules changed again where we could not even enforce it in buildings even though we continued to do 
so.  Councilwoman Tooley stated that she did not understand it because other cities in Georgia 
were doing it such as Savannah.  She did not understand why Valdosta could not do it.  Mark Barber stated that he 
told her if Council wanted to do that it would have to go on the Agenda, but her request at that time was for masks 
in public buildings.  It changed right after that and you could not even require masks in public buildings.  They can 
put it on the Agenda for August 26, 2020 and he already has the Ordinance created. 

 
Councilwoman Miller-Cody stated that she was concerned about wearing masks also when the Pandemic 

first started and she came and personally spoke with the City Manager, but they never came to an agreement on it.  
She was told to go on Facebook and do it herself which she did.  Mark Barber stated that we could not adopt it 
because Governor Kemp said we had to go by the Governor’s Orders.  He had said that she could go on Facebook 
and ask everybody to “mask up”, but as a Council they could not adopt that and be legal in the State of Georgia.  It 
has now opened back up and we can get it on the Agenda.  Councilwoman Tooley stated that she would have liked 
to receive some type of encouragement like that when she first mentioned that.  Councilman Vickers stated that the 
devil is in the detail and he would like to see one.  They may or may not pass it, but you have to get it and then 
dissect it.  Mark Barber stated that he has a sample Ordinance and they may have to tailor it to fit our community.  
He will send it to the Mayor and Council tonight for review and then put it on the next Council Agenda. 

 
ADJOURNMENT            
 

Mayor Matheson entertained a motion for adjournment. 
 
A MOTION by Councilman Vickers, seconded by Councilman Carroll, was unanimously adopted (7-0) to 

adjourn the August 20, 2020 Meeting of the Valdosta City Council at 6:23 p.m. to meet again in a Special Called 
Meeting on Wednesday, August 26, 2020. 

 
 
 
____________________________________   ______________________________________ 
City Clerk, City of Valdosta     Mayor, City of Valdosta 


