



Community Development Block Grant Citizen Advisory Committee
Quarterly Meeting - Minutes
Monday, April 18,2022 – 5:30 p.m. City of Valdosta Multi-Purpose Room
Members Present:  Donnell Davis, Beverly R Blake., and Vivian Miller Cody
City Staff Present: Anetra Riley and Cassandra Johnson
The meeting was called to order by Anetra Riley. The first order of business was to discuss the upcoming allotment for FY 2022 and informed the Board that this year’s allotment has not been released.  She also reminded the Board of our FY 2021 budget, and each present member was given a handout breaking down specifics about where and how these funds are being spent for FY2020.  Ms. Riley informed the Board that the FY2022 Annual Action Plan is upon us and wanted ideas on how we could allocate allotment funds in addiction to Housing.  She also suggested that we began utilizing the 15% of our allotment and dedicate it to Public Service and asked the Board if they had any ideas or suggestions where these funds could further help the low to moderate income citizens of Valdosta.
Discussions
Ms. Blake asked if these funds could be used to help fund the renovation and additions to the Southside Public Library.  Ms. Riley told her yes, that public service funds can be used for the library, and she will propose this idea to the Council. 
Councilwoman Cody made it clear that she was in favor of using the funds for Housing before anything else.  Ms. Riley assured her that we had no intention of taking money away from housing only use the 15% allotted for public service. She also stated that the same people apply for the housing grant every year as well as other concerns and presumptions homeowners have about the housing grant.  Councilwomen Cody and Ms. Blake suggested we conduct a Housing Summit in each zone to educate the public about the grant and homeownership.  Ms. Riley agreed and stated She would work on getting that done before we start the application process in January.
Without any further discussion among the committee members, the meeting was adjourned.



