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Don't Forget to Fall Back on Nov 3!



November
Birthdays

Employee
Anniversaries
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Deangelo Williams Jr.  11/1
Tina Matchett 11/2

Lavertt Ogden Jr. 11/2
Steven Shadron 11/2
Shandora Gray 11/3
Tonnie Knight 11/4
Eric Wagner 11/4

Rodney Slater 11/5
Benjamin Griffin 11/8

Jay Wolfe 11/8
Scottie Johns 11/9

Nancy Robinson 11/9
John Herpin 11/10
Jimmie Bacon 11/11

Christopher Scott 11/13
Branam Johns 11/14

Esau White 11/14
Anthony Drake 11/15

Dylan Welch 11/15
Seabron Williams III 11/15

Brandy Kirkland 11/16
Austin Wilson 11/17
James Byrd Jr. 11/18

Daphne Covington 11/18
Brent Nichols 11/19

Terrence Hines 11/20
Kyle Holder 11/20

Jeremiah McCoy Sr. 11/21
Thomas Cothron III 11/22

Alan Girsch 11/22
Eldred Thomas Jr. 11/22
Leonardo Warner 11/22
Jeffrey Kraushaar 11/23
Michael Penland 11/23

Alexandra Arzayus 11/24
Alvin Parker 11/24
John Gay III 11/25
William Rich 11/25
Joshua Hunt 11/26
John Buchina 11/27

Lafaith Phillips 11/27
William Taylor Jr. 11/27
Alan Christopher 11/28
Michael Crump 11/28

Brandon McDuffie 11/28
Carolyn Sampson-Burgess 11/30

 

Donald Baldwin, 41
William Sims, 22
Mary Newbern, 22
Lavertt Ogden Jr, 22
Jason Rowan, 22
Justin Ply, 21
Michael Walden, 21
Monica Nelson, 20
Christopher Crews, 19
Marion McQueen, 18
June Gartman, 18
Harold Henderson, 17
Mark Flythe, 15
Selena Phinney, 14
Heather Willis, 14
Rick Mefford, 13
Thomas Cothron III, 10
Brandon Matheny, 10
Shelley Miller, 10

 

 
Christopher Scott, 10
Christian Stevick II, 10
Ryan Stickland, 10
Remus Bell, 10
Thomas Hess, 10
Edward Strohl Sr, 10
Troy Cribbs Jr, 9
Ken Taylor 8
Robert Hamilton, 8
Julie Grantham, 8
Christopher Boone, 7
Kevin Jenkins, 6
Albert Anderson, 6
George Simpson, 5
Lafaith Phillips, 3
Joeylynn Harlow, 1
Daniel Massey 1
Ericka Phillips, 1

 



Valdosta Mayor John Gayle and Utilities
Director Darryl Muse honored Leroy Paulo as
the October 2019 Employee of the Month at
the Oct. 24 City Council meeting. Paulo
received a framed certificate and a check for
$200, and his name appears on a plaque
displayed in City Hall. 
 
Leroy Paulo began his employment with the
City of Valdosta in July of 2007 and presently
assumes the position of Maintenance
Supervisor.  Leroy distinguishes himself as an
outstanding and dedicated maintenance
professional.   He never hesitates to do
whatever is required, ensuring safe Plant
wastewater processing at the Withlacoochee
Water Pollution Control Plant.   One example
was his leadership in replacing media fabric
for all three large final treatment filters at this
Plant.   Leroy led a team of technicians in this
project which had never been attempted at
our facility.  He accomplished this during the
month of July, 2019 with temperatures
reaching 100 degrees.   The project was
completed without error, preparing his Plant
for increased inflows prior to heavy rains and
potentially tropical storms.   His
determination to accomplish this without
contractor support eliminated any potential
for sewage spills that assuredly would occur
due to the old worn out and clogged filter
media.   Leroy ensured the maintenance was
done safely, professionally, and in a
compressed timeframe.   His attention to
detail and strict adherence to all safety
practices resulted in no employee injuries
during a complex, tedious project.

THE MONTHLY HR REPORT PAGE 3

October Employee of the Month
Two additional examples of Leroy’s
dedication were his leading teams to build
concrete pads for a new emergency pump
installed at the Lakeland lift station and a new
emergency generator installed at the Cherry
Creek #1 lift station.   These pads were
custom-built for heavy equipment
installations, saving the City money, training
other City employees in the art of concrete
finishing, and ensuring top quality end
products for the citizens of Valdosta.   These
projects were accomplished with no
degradation of attention to his primary
responsibilities at the Withlacoochee
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 
Leroy always displays professionalism and is
fully deserving of recognition for his
devotion to duty and going beyond what his
job description entails.  The City of Valdosta
applauds Leroy Paulo for demonstrating
outstanding initiative, strong dedication, and
for being named the October 2019 Employee
of the Month.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Never miss out on City of Valdosta events. If you don't see an event your department is

hosting, contact the Public Information Office at 229-671-3615



THE MONTHLY HR REPORT PAGE 7

Thanksgiving Luncheon
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The Safety Committee would like to thank all of the City of Valdosta

employees who stopped by at our Health Fair 2019 booth and

participated in our “Spot The Hazard” and “Fire Truck” prize drawings.

We truly appreciate your support, participation, and the wonderful

compliments of how the committee is doing and the steps we’ve

taken so far towards our goals and objectives.

Safety Committee Update

 

Many thanks to the Safety Committee representatives who

volunteered at our booth.

 

Special Thanks to all of the departments who have

provided us with give-away items and especially to our

Sponsors for their support for our committee shirts and

prizes: Police Chief Leslie Manahan, Fire Chief Brian

Boutwell, and City Engineer Pat Collins.
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Spot The Hazard Winners!

GLORIA WHITE – PUBLIC WORKS DEPT

SPOT THE HAZARD WINNER

$50 VISA CARD

SPONSORED BY FIRE CHIEF BRIAN BOUTWELL

VICTOR ANDERSON – UTILITIES DEPT

SPOT THE HAZARD WINNER

$50 VISA CARD

SPONSORED BY CITY ENGINEER PAT COLLINS

MICHAEL BROOKS – PUBLIC WORKS DEPT

FIRE TRUCK DRAWING WINNER

SPONSORED BY VALDOSTA FIRE

DEPARTMENT

WENDELL BARRENTINE – FINANCE DEPT

FIRE TRUCK DRAWING WINNER

SPONSORED BY VALDOSTA FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Health Fair 

Thank you to

everyone who helped

with making the

Employee Health

Fair a huge success! 

 

We had a total of 33

Vendors that served

more than 330

employees and more

than half a dozen

retirees and spouses! 

 

The goal of this

health fair is to

educate our

employees about

different options for

health and wellness. 
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Pink Out for Breast Cancer Awareness

A huge THANK

YOU to all of our

staff that wore

pink on October

22 in honor of

Breast Cancer

Awareness

Month 
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WHO'S WHO IN HR?
YOUR GO-TO TEAM "Who do I call for...?" It can be confusing to determine who in HR

to call with your specific questions.
Use the information below to point you in the right direction.

Catherine Ammons
Director of Human Resources
cammons@valdostacity.com

(229) 259-3544 ext. 4745
• EEO Claims, lawsuits,

related issues
• Employee grievances

and appeals
• Position management,

workflow, reorganization
• Policy

interpretation/challenges
• Any issue, problem, or
question for which you

are unable to get a timely
answer

• Sick Leave Donation
• Staff handbook
updates/changes

Amanda Hendricks
Sr. Human Resources Manager
ahendricks@valdostacity.com

(229) 259-3544 ext. 4747

• Payroll
• Health Benefits

• Unemployment benefits
• Retirement point of contact

LaToya Robinson
Human Resources Coordinator

lrobinson@valdostacity.com
(229) 259-3544 ext. 4318

• Employment verifications
• Employment Onboarding

• Training
• Job Postings

• I-9 Verifications 

Berna Hepburn
Human Resources Specialist
bhepburn@valdostacity.com

(229) 259-3544 ext. 4746

• Worker’s Compensation
claims

• Property insurance
• FMLA






